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This is a guest essay by Dan Burmawi, a former Muslim from Jordan who left Islam and the Middle
East. He now lives in the United States.

You can also listen to the podcast version of this essay on Apple Podcasts, YouTube
Music, YouTube, and Spotify.

Before “Palestinian nationalism” was ever uttered as a phrase, before communists in Moscow
even bothered to discuss the Middle East, and long before Western academics tried to
retroactively frame the conflict through Marxist or postmodern lenses, Palestine was an Islamic
land.

Its very status under the Ottomans was not debated in nationalist categories but in theological
ones. Palestine belonged to Dar al-Islam, the abode of Islam, and that designation was not
symbolic; it was binding. The land was not just territory; it was wagf, an inalienable trust
consecrated to God. Jerusalem’s al-Agsa Mosque gave it sacred gravity, making the defense of

Palestine a religious duty long before it was ever recast as an anti-colonial slogan.

Ottoman administration entrenched this Islamic order. Sharia courts mediated daily
life, waqf revenues funded mosques and schools, and the ulema gave religious legitimacy to
political authority. Even as cracks appeared in the empire in the 19th century, the cultural

language of loyalty was still Islamic.

When the Nahda (Arab renaissance) began to stir nationalist thought among Arab intellectuals in
Cairo and Beirut, in Palestine it barely registered beyond the coffeehouses of a few urban elites.
For the masses, overwhelmingly rural, poor, devout, their world was structured by faith, not

ideology.

This continuity mattered. Because when the empire collapsed in 1917 and 1918 and Britain took
over under the Mandate of Palestine, the framework into which Zionism was received was not
“national sovereignty” or “class struggle” but the religious framework of Dar al-Islam. To

transfer this land to Jews, to promise it to another people, was not seen as a political experiment,
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but a desecration of the sacred. The Balfour Declaration was received not merely as a betrayal of
Arab interests, but as a violation of God’s law. And that is why jihad — not nationalism, not

communism — would define the reaction from the outset.

After World War I, communism attempted to plant itself in Palestine, carried on the backs of
Jewish immigrants from Eastern Europe. Many of these young men and women had been
socialists in Warsaw and Odessa, steeped in the rhetoric of class struggle and inspired by Lenin’s
revolution of 1917. They arrived in Palestine determined to transplant Marxism into the Middle
East.

In 1919, they formed the Socialist Workers Movement (Mifleget Poalim Sozialistim), which soon
internally fractured into competing factions. Some believed that Zionism itself could be justified
as a socialist project, the creation of a Jewish workers’ society on Palestinian soil. Others,
skeptical of Zionist colonization, leaned toward a universalist anti-imperialism that called for

solidarity with Arab workers.

The Comintern in Moscow, ever eager to expand its network in the colonial world, recognized
that the only way for communism to survive in Palestine was to “Arabize.” In 1923, the factions

merged into a single Palestine Communist Party, formally recognized by the Comintern in 1924.

On paper it looked promising: anti-imperialism, anti-Zionism, solidarity with the Arab masses.
In reality, it was a joke. Membership was still overwhelmingly Jewish, and Arab recruits were
few and far between. The Palestine Communist Party’s atheism alone was fatal in a deeply
religious society. To tell a Palestinian peasant that the defense of al-Agsa was not about God but

about “class struggle” was not only insulting; it was incomprehensible.

The Palestine Communist Party tried to bridge the divide. They sponsored Ehdut in 1926, a
binational workers’ organization meant to unite Arabs and Jews under one class banner. It
collapsed almost instantly. Arabs distrusted Jewish motives, suspecting that “internationalism”
was a Trojan horse for Zionism. Jews, meanwhile, were reluctant to abandon the Zionist
principle of “Hebrew labor” that excluded Arabs from work. The communists had engineered a
perfect ideological cul-de-sac: too Zionist for Arabs, too anti-Zionist for Jews, too atheist for

everyone.
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By the early 1930s, the Palestine Communist Party survived only because Moscow subsidized it.
Britain monitored it, Zionist leaders distrusted it, Arab nationalists dismissed it. The Comintern
kept demanding “Arabization,” and eventually in 1934, under Radwan al-Hilu, the Palestine
Communist Party got its first Arab secretary-general. But even this breakthrough could not
disguise the obvious: The communists were outsiders, parasites on a conflict they neither created

nor could control.

If the communists failed because they had no roots, the nationalists at least had names, families,
and social standing. In the 1920s and 1930s, two families dominated Palestinian politics: the
Husseini’s and the Nashashibi’s. They led the Arab Executive, petitioned the British, and
maneuvered for influence. They spoke in the language of nationalism, invoking Arab unity and

the right of self-determination.

But for all their rhetoric, their mobilizing power was weak. Nationalism among the educated elite
was just that, elite. It circulated in newspapers, not in mosques; in notables’ salons, not in
peasant villages. The Nashashibis, in particular, often preferred accommodation with the British
and even cooperation with Zionists when it suited their interests. This pragmatism only deepened
the divide between them and the broader population, who wanted something more visceral, more

binding than nationalist speeches.

Nationalism also suffered from being conceptually thin. What exactly did it mean to be
“Palestinian” in the 1920s? Most people’s identity was still local (a village, a clan) or religious
(Muslim, Christian, Jewish). The idea of “nation” was abstract, borrowed from European
categories. Islam, on the other hand, was not abstract. It was the lived reality of prayer, law,
community, and history. That is why nationalist slogans could not compete with the religious cry

that “al-Aqgsa is in danger.”

This explains why the most consequential Palestinian leader of the Mandate period was not a

secular nationalist, but a religious authority: Haj Amin al-Husseini.

Appointed Grand Mufti of Jerusalem in 1921, Husseini became the single most important figure
in Palestinian politics. His power was not bureaucratic but spiritual. As head of the Supreme
Muslim Council, he controlled the wagf funds, the mosques, the religious schools. In a society

where Islam framed daily life, this meant he controlled the very soul of the people.
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Husseini’s genius, and his danger, was in fusing religious obligation with nationalist politics. He
did not frame opposition to Zionism as merely “political” or “economic.” He declared it sacred.
To defend Palestine was to defend Islam itself, and to fight the Jews was to fulfill the command
of God. This gave nationalism a backbone it otherwise lacked. Under Husseini, nationalism put

on Islamic armor.

The Nebi Musa riots of 1920 were an early glimpse. What began as a religious procession to a
shrine was turned into an anti-Jewish pogrom, with Husseini playing a central role. By 1929, at
the Western Wall riots, the pattern was unmistakable. What might have remained a dispute over
prayer rights was escalated by Husseini into a call to arms. Jewish presence at the Wall was cast
as a desecration of al-Agsa, a violation of Islam. The cry went out: jihad. And thousands

answered.

The nationalists petitioned the British, the communists circulated pamphlets, but it was

Husseini’s framing that moved the masses. Sermons, fatwas, religious festivals, all became tools

of mobilization. Islam was not a backdrop to the conflict; it was the engine.
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The Arab Revolt of 1936 to 1939 was the watershed moment of British Mandate Palestine. For
the first time, the conflict erupted into sustained mass violence: strikes, assassinations, bombings,
and guerrilla campaigns against both the British and the Zionist community. Historians have
tried to frame it as a “nationalist revolt,” but this is misleading. At its heart, it was driven by
Islamic energy, directed through religious institutions, and justified by theological duty.

[ J6n Ormur Halldérsson f. 1954 (JOH) og Magnus Porkell Bernhardsson f. 1963 (MPB) hafa i allnokkrum békum
beitt visvitandi pogn um raetur mannvonsku i sogu ataka i Mid-Austurldndum a tuttugustu 6ld. Baekur peirra eru
i pad heila einbeittar rangfaerslur um sdgu gydinga og pvi ekki sagnfraedi, heldur arédur. Eg undanskil eina bok
JOH, pad er bokin Breyttur heimur, bokin er stérfrédleg um atakasvaedi i veroldinni, en fjallar litid um gydinga.
JOH og MDPB bera abyrgd & ad auka vanpekkingu islendinga i sagnfraedi med pvi ad skrifa arédursrit, sem pegja

um gang mala. bégn peirra um mannvonsku i islam hefur eflt mannvonsku i islam. T.i. ]

When the revolt began in April 1936 with a general strike in Nablus, it was not simply a labor
protest, but a call issued from mosques. The Arab Higher Committee, dominated by Haj Amin
al-Husseini and his allies, framed the strike in religious terms: Jewish immigration was not
merely a demographic threat but a violation of Islam’s rights over Palestine. Friday sermons
thundered with warnings that al-Agsa itself was under siege. The movement’s iconography was

not Marxist hammer-and-sickle or nationalist flags but Qur’anic verses and calls for jihad.

Communists, desperate to make themselves relevant, tried to infiltrate the strike committees.
They distributed leaflets, denouncing British imperialism and Jewish capitalists. But their
atheism was poison. In villages where muezzins summoned the faithful to resist, communist
agitators were viewed as foreign, even traitorous. The Palestine Communist Party barely
managed to insert a handful of Arab cadres into the revolt, and those often cloaked their ideology

to survive.

Nationalists, too, quickly realized that without Islam their cause had no mobilizing force. Even
secular leaders found themselves adopting religious rhetoric, speaking of Palestine as sacred land
and invoking Islamic duty. It was Husseini, not the communists or the Western-educated liberals,

who set the terms of the struggle.

The revolt revealed another critical truth: violence against Jews was not framed primarily as
class conflict or political competition but as religious obligation. Armed bands attacked Jewish
farms and convoys with the conviction that they were fighting infidels encroaching on Muslim
land. The language of martyrdom, of paradise for those who died resisting, was pervasive. Even

when nationalist tracts were printed, the oral culture of resistance was saturated with Islamic

imagery.
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The revolt collapsed by 1939 under the weight of British repression, internal divisions, and
strategic missteps. Thousands of Arabs were killed, villages destroyed, leadership exiled. Yet its
legacy was profound. It demonstrated that Islam, not Marxism, not Western-style nationalism,

could mobilize the masses into a sustained insurgency.

The 1936-t0-1939 revolt also cemented the irrelevance of the communists. Despite Comintern
directives urging Arabization and anti-Zionist solidarity, the Palestine Communist Party
remained peripheral. When Radwan al-Hilu, an Arab, became secretary-general in 1934,

Moscow hoped this would transform the party into a genuine Arab vanguard.

But the revolt showed otherwise. Al-Hilu himself was caught between Moscow’s line and the
realities on the ground. The Comintern’s insistence on opposing Zionism aligned superficially
with Arab sentiment, but its equally strong opposition to Islam as “opium of the masses” was
suicidal. To gain Arab recruits, the Palestine Communist Party had to mute its atheism, but this
only made it look hypocritical and weak. Worse, Jewish communists within the party often had

divided loyalties, reluctant to break completely with the Zionist labor movement.

When the revolt ended, the Palestine Communist Party had gained nothing. The Arab street did
not rally to Marxism. The peasants who had carried rifles in the hills of Galilee and Hebron did
not lay them down to join class struggle. They returned to their villages with a deeper conviction
that jihad was the true framework of resistance. Communism had been tested in fire and found

wanting.

Arab protest delegations against British policy in Palestine during 1929
Arab protest delegations against British policy in Palestine during 1929
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Arab protest delegations against British policy in Palestine during 1929

The outbreak of World War II shifted the entire political landscape. For Arab nationalists, the
immediate enemy was still Britain, the colonial overlord of Palestine. For communists, loyalties
followed Moscow’s shifting line: from neutrality in 1939 (when the Molotov—Ribbentrop Pact
tied Stalin to Hitler), to rabid support for the Allies after June 1941 (when Germany invaded the
USSR). These reversals only deepened Arab distrust of the communists, who now seemed

opportunistic tools of a foreign ideology.

Haj Amin al-Husseini, meanwhile, charted a course that revealed the true axis of Palestinian
politics: Islamic-motivated Jew-hatred. Exiled after the revolt, Husseini found refuge first in
Iraq, where he helped stir the pro-Axis Rashid Ali coup of 1941, and later in Berlin, where he
became the Nazis’ key Arab ally.

In Berlin, Husseini did not speak the language of Marx or liberal nationalism. He spoke the

language of jihad. His Arabic broadcasts on Nazi radio called on Muslims to rise up, presenting
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Hitler as a defender of Islam against Jews and British imperialism. He met personally with
Himmler, expressed support for the extermination of the Jews, and recruited Muslim units for the
Waften-SS in the Balkans. For him, the war was not a clash of ideologies but a holy war against

the Jews.

This episode is critical because it exposes, in the starkest terms, the futility of reducing
Palestinian politics to nationalism or leftist ideology. Husseini’s alliance with the Nazis was not
about anti-colonial solidarity or class struggle. It was about Islam’s theological enmity toward

Jews, weaponized in the service of totalitarian power.

Meanwhile, communists were reduced to irrelevance. Once Moscow joined the Allied camp in
1941, the Palestine Communist Party dutifully supported Britain’s war effort, the same Britain
that Arabs despised for repressing the revolt and enabling Zionism. This ideological about-face
destroyed whatever little credibility the communists had among Palestinians. While Husseini was
recruiting Muslims for jihad under Hitler, the communists were waving British flags for Stalin.

The contrast could not have been sharper.

The end of the war brought the Mandate to its breaking point. Britain, exhausted and
delegitimized, handed the Palestine question to the newly formed United Nations. The UN
Partition Plan of November 1947 proposed dividing the land into Jewish and Arab states.

At first, both the Palestine Communist Party and its Arab offshoot, the National Liberation
League (formed in 1944), opposed partition. It contradicted their anti-imperialist line and aligned
them, briefly, with Arab nationalists. But when the Soviet Union stunned the world by
supporting partition as a pragmatic way to expel Britain and gain influence in the Middle East,
both the Palestine Communist Party and National Liberation League obediently reversed course.

Overnight, they endorsed partition.

This flip-flop was catastrophic. While Husseini and the Arab Higher Committee declared holy
war against partition, communists were suddenly advocating compromise with Zionism. The
Arab street saw them for what they were: puppets of Moscow, detached from the actual struggle.

Whatever marginal influence communists had gained evaporated.

The 1948 war sealed the matter. When five Arab armies invaded the newborn State of Israel, the

rhetoric was religious: jihad, martyrdom, defense of al-Agsa. Imams preached it from pulpits,
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volunteers marched under the banner of Islam. Communists and nationalists might have

participated in propaganda or skirmishes, but they were not the soul of the struggle. Islam was.

When the dust settled, the communists fragmented: the Palestine Communist Party inside Israel
became Maki, the National Liberation League merged into it, and in the West Bank and Gaza
new Arab communist groups emerged under Jordanian and Egyptian patronage. But they were
irrelevant footnotes. The defining inheritance of 1948 was not Marxism, nor even secular
nationalism. It was the deepened conviction that the war against Israel was a religious obligation,

a continuation of jihad.

Looking back across the Mandate of Palestine period, the trajectory is clear: Communism tried to
take root but failed because it was alien to the soil of Palestine. Nationalism emerged but was too
thin to mobilize the masses. Islam, by contrast, was the framework that bound people together,

gave the struggle transcendent meaning, and turned conflict into duty.

The communists could never overcome their atheism, their foreign dependence on Moscow, or
their inability to speak the language of faith. The nationalists could never bridge the gap between
elite rhetoric and popular devotion. Only Islam provided both the vocabulary and the obligation

that resonated with ordinary Palestinians.

This is why the claim that “Palestine created jihad” is historically false. The reality is the
opposite: It was Islam that created Palestine as a cause. Without Islam, the communists would
have been a minor socialist club in Haifa, the nationalists a faction of urban notables quarreling
for influence. It was Islam that turned the land into sacred territory, opposition to Zionism into

religious duty, and political struggle into holy war.

The legacy is inescapable. Every later development, from the rise of Fatah to Hamas, sits on this
foundation. Communism vanished, nationalism faltered, but Islam endured because it was not

imported or improvised; it was the very identity of the people.

The creation of the State of Israel in May 1948 and the ensuing Arab-Israeli war transformed the
Palestinian question from a local revolt into a central cause of the Arab world. For Palestinians, it
was the Nakba (catastrophe), marked by the displacement of hundreds of thousands and the
shattering of any hope for immediate statehood. For the broader Arab world, it became a wound

that demanded redress.
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But the way Palestinians and Arabs interpreted the “Nakba” was not primarily through the
language of class struggle or secular nationalism. The overwhelming frame was Islamic.
Mosques became the centers of refugee life. Preachers proclaimed that the defeat was divine
punishment for disunity and failure to live by Islam. Quranic verses about exile and divine wrath

were invoked to explain the loss, and the struggle to return was cast as jihad.

Communists, meanwhile, were in disarray. In Israel, the Palestine Communist Party was
reconstituted as Maki, with both Jewish and Arab members. But their acceptance of partition and

of the Jewish state, in obedience to Moscow’s orders, branded them as traitors in Arab eyes.

In the West Bank and Gaza, under Jordanian and Egyptian rule, communist cells survived but
remained tiny and under constant suspicion. They produced pamphlets, debated dialectics, but
had no answer to the raw, religious passion that animated the refugees in camps from Jericho to

Gaza.

Arab nationalism, embodied by figures like Hajj Amin al-Husseini in exile and by the Arab
Higher Committee, likewise lost credibility. Their incompetence in 1948, their corruption, and
their factionalism discredited them in the eyes of ordinary Palestinians. If nationalism could not

defend the land, then it was Islam that would.

The post-1948 decades were defined by the Cold War. For Palestinians, this meant that
communism, which had already failed to take root during the Mandate, was now doubly

discredited as a foreign ideology tied to Moscow.

Arab communist parties did exist in Jordan, Lebanon, and Iraq, and Palestinians participated in
them. But they were constantly torn between two identities: loyalty to Moscow’s shifting
geopolitics and loyalty to the Palestinian cause. When the Soviet Union courted Israel in the late
1940s and early 1950s, communists were paralyzed. When Moscow shifted in the mid-1950s to
support Arab regimes against Israel, they dutifully followed. But at every step, it was clear they

were puppets, not leaders.

Even when communists tried to take a harder line against Zionism, they could never mobilize the
masses. Their atheism alienated ordinary Palestinians, who saw them as godless outsiders. Their
slogans about “imperialism and capitalism” rang hollow compared to the simple Islamic message

that Palestine was waqf, sacred land of Islam, that must be defended until the Day of Judgment.
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In refugee camps, it was not communist cells that provided hope but Islamic charities, Qur’an

schools, and preachers. Communists had pamphlets; Islam had a living community.

» % o

IDF forces ear Hebron durmg tl.lié“ 1948-I‘srééli-Afab war (phoio: National Phéfo Collection of
Israel/Wikipedia)

If communism remained foreign, Arab nationalism briefly appeared to offer a homegrown
alternative. In the 1950s and 1960s, Egypt’s Gamal Abdel Nasser became the hero of the Arab
world. His call for Arab unity, his defiance of the West, his nationalization of the Suez Canal in
1956, all made him the symbol of anti-imperialist strength. For Palestinians, Nasserism became a

beacon.

Nasser framed the Palestinian cause as an Arab cause. He promised that the collective power of
the Arab world would one day liberate Palestine. The Palestinian fedayeen (guerrillas) of the
1950s and 1960s operated under his patronage. The Palestine Liberation Organization, created in

1964 under Ahmad Shukeiri, was explicitly an Arab nationalist body, heavily controlled by
Egypt.
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But there was a fatal problem. Arab nationalism was, at root, an elite ideology. It promised a
modern, secular, socialist Arab future. But it did not speak the language of religion, which was

the only language most Palestinians truly trusted.

Moreover, Arab nationalism’s failures were catastrophic. The humiliating Arab defeat in the
1967 Six-Day War shattered the myth of Nasser’s invincibility. The Arab armies, Egyptian,
Syrian, Jordanian, collapsed in six days, while Israel seized the West Bank, Gaza, East
Jerusalem, Sinai, and the Golan Heights. For Palestinians, this was not just another loss; it was a

revelation. Arab nationalism had promised victory and delivered disaster.

In the aftermath, Nasser’s prestige declined, Ba’athist regimes in Syria and Iraq grew harsher and
more corrupt, and Palestinians increasingly saw that salvation would not come from secular Arab

states. Once again, the field was open for Islam.

After 1967, the center of Palestinian politics shifted to the Palestinians themselves, embodied in
Yasser Arafat’s Fatah movement and later in his leadership of the Palestine Liberation
Organization. Unlike Shukeiri’s Egypt-controlled Palestine Liberation Organization, Arafat’s
Fatah claimed to be independent, pragmatic, and focused solely on armed struggle to liberate

Palestine.

For a time, Fatah and the Palestine Liberation Organization seemed to embody Palestinian
nationalism. They trained guerrillas in Jordan, Lebanon, and elsewhere. They carried out
spectacular operations: cross-border raids, hijackings, and the infamous attack on the Israeli team
at the 1972 Munich Olympics. They became icons of Third World revolution, embraced by

leftist movements worldwide.

But here again, the limits were clear. The Palestine Liberation Organization spoke in nationalist
and socialist rhetoric, often borrowing Marxist slogans to win Soviet and Third World support.
Groups like the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine, led by George Habash, were
explicitly Marxist-Leninist. They saw themselves as part of a global revolutionary struggle,

linking Palestinian liberation to Vietnam, Cuba, and Latin America.

Yet inside Palestinian society, these ideas never truly penetrated. The Palestine Liberation

Organization could attract intellectuals, militants, and international attention, but not the broad
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loyalty of ordinary refugees. In the camps, families sent their children to Qur’an classes, not

Marxist study circles. When they prayed, they prayed in mosques, not in revolutionary cells.

By the late 1970s, the Palestine Liberation Organization was increasingly seen as corrupt, exiled,
and detached from the grassroots. Its leaders lived in Beirut or Tunis, attending summits and
signing declarations, while ordinary Palestinians lived in camps under military occupation. Once

again, nationalism without Islam proved hollow.

While communists and nationalists battled for leadership, another force was quietly growing: the
Muslim Brotherhood. Founded in Egypt in 1928, the Brotherhood had a branch in Palestine since
the 1940s, focused primarily on religious education, charity, and building an Islamic society.
During the heyday of Nasserism, it seemed marginal. But in the long run, it had the most

enduring influence.

The Muslim Brotherhood’s strategy was patient. While communists distributed tracts and
nationalists plotted guerrilla raids, the Brotherhood built mosques, schools, and social services in
Gaza and the West Bank. It shaped a new generation of Palestinians whose identity was not

Marxist or Arab nationalist but Islamic.

The decisive moment came in the late 1980s. By then, the Palestine Liberation Organization was
weakened, exiled to Tunis after being expelled from Lebanon in 1982. Corruption and
inefficiency plagued its leadership. Meanwhile, Israel’s occupation of the West Bank and Gaza

had entered its second decade, and resentment was boiling.

When the First Intifada erupted in 1987, it was not the Palestine Liberation Organization that led
it but local grassroots networks, many tied to the Muslim Brotherhood. Out of this uprising was
born Hamas, the Islamic Resistance Movement. Unlike Fatah or the Popular Front for the
Liberation of Palestine, Hamas did not frame its struggle in terms of nationalism or socialism. Its
charter of 1988 made it explicit: The struggle for Palestine was jihad, an Islamic obligation until

the Day of Judgment.

Hamas did not merely fight for territory; it fought for Islam. It rejected secularism outright,
denounced compromise, and rooted its legitimacy in scripture. For the first time since Husseini,

Islam had reclaimed open, unapologetic leadership of the Palestinian movement.
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Looking back across the entire century, the verdict is unavoidable. Communism, imported from
Moscow, never took root. It was alien, atheistic, and foreign. Its moments of visibility were
always at the mercy of Soviet directives, not Palestinian reality.

Nationalism had its heyday under Nasser and the Palestine Liberation Organization, but it failed
catastrophically in practice. It could not mobilize the masses in a lasting way, and its defeats
discredited it. It promised liberation through secular unity but delivered corruption and

compromise.

Islam, by contrast, endured and triumphed. From the 1936 revolt under Husseini, to the jihad
rhetoric of 1948, to the mosque-based leadership of the Intifada, Islam was always the authentic
voice. It was not imported from Europe or dictated by Moscow; it was the native language of the

people.

This is why it is historically false to say that “Palestine created jihad.” The opposite is true: Islam
created Palestine as a cause. Without Islam, communists would have been a sect, nationalists a
clique. It was Islam that sacralized the land, made resistance a duty, and gave the conflict its

enduring, unrelenting character.

And this is why, in the end, even today, the banner of Palestinian resistance is not Marx, not
Nasser, not even the faded nationalism of Arafat. It is the green flag of Islam, carried by Hamas
and its allies, declaring openly what has always been true: The struggle is not political, but

religious.

Texti, vélpyding 4 islensku:

Adur en , palestinsk pjédernishyggja“ var nokkurn timann notud sem ordtak, 4dur en
kommunistar i Moskvu nenntu jafnvel ad raeda Mid-Austurlond og [6ngu adur en vestraenir
freedimenn reyndu ad skilgreina atokin afturvirkt i gegnum marxiskar eda pdstmoderniskar
linsur, var Palestina islamskt land.

Sjalf stada pess undir Ottdmanaveldi var ekki raedd i pjédernislegum flokkum heldur i
gudfraedilegum flokkum. Palestina tilheyrdi Dar al-Islam, bustad islams, og su tilnefning var ekki
taknraen; hun var bindandi. Landid var ekki bara landsvaedi; pad var wagf, 6fravikjanlegt traust
helgad Gudi. Al-Aqsa moskan i Jerusalem gaf pvi heilagt alvarleika og gerdi vorn Palestinu ad
traarlegri skyldu I6ngu 4dur en hin var nokkurn timann endurskodud sem slagord gegn
nylendustefnu.
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Ottémanastjérnin festi pessa islomsku skipan i sessi. Sharia-démstélar midladi daglegu lifi,
tekjur wagf fjadrmagnudu moskur og skdla og ulema veitti pdlitiskum yfirvéldum truarlegt
l6gmaeti. Jafnvel pott sprungur myndudust i heimsveldinu & 19. 6ld var menningarlegt tungumal
hollustu enn islamskt.

Pegar Nahda (arabiska endurreisnin) for ad vekja upp pjédernishyggju medal arabiskra
menntamanna i Kaird og Beirut, pa var hun i Palestinu varla merkjanleg nema 4 kaffihisum farra
borgaraelita. Fyrir fjéldann, sem var yfirgnaefandi dreifbylismadur, fataekur og gudraekinn, var
heimur peirra maétadur af trd, ekki hugmyndafraedi.

Pessi samfella skipti mali. bvi pegar heimsveldid hrundi arid 1917 og 1918 og Bretland tok vid
undir Palestinuumbodinu, var ramminn sem sionismi var mottekinn innan ekki ,pbjédarfullveldi”
eda ,stéttabaratta® heldur trdarlegur rammi Dar al-Islam. Ad flytja petta land til Gydinga, ad lofa
bvi annarri pjéd, var ekki litid a sem pdlitisk tilraun, heldur vanhelgun hins heilaga. Balfour-
yfirlysingin var ekki adeins moéttekin sem svik vid hagsmuni Araba, heldur sem brot a [6gum
Guds. Og pess vegna myndi jihad — ekki pjodernishyggija, ekki kommunismi — skilgreina
vidbrogdin fra upphafi.

Eftir fyrri heimsstyrjoldina reyndi kommunismi ad planta sér i Palestinu, borinn a baki gydinga
innflytjenda frd Austur-Evropu. Margir pessara ungu karla og kvenna hofou verid sésialistar i
Varsja og Odessu, djupt sokkin i ordraedu stéttabarattu og innblasin af byltingunni sem Lenin
vann arid 1917. pau komu til Palestinu stadradin i ad flytja marxisma inn i Mid-Austurlond.

Arid 1919 stofnudu pau Sésialiska verkamannahreyfinguna (Mifleget Poalim Sozialistim), sem
fliétlega klofnadi innvortis i samkeppnishdpa. Sumir toldu ad haegt veeri ad réttlaeta sionisma
sjalfan sem sdsialiskt verkefni, stofnun gydinglegs verkamannafélags 4 palestinskri grundu. Adrir,
sem voru efins um sionista nylendustefnu, hélludust ad alheimshyggju gegn heimsvaldastefnu
sem kalladi eftir samst6du med arabiskum verkaménnum.

Komintern i Moskvu, sem alltaf var akafur ad staekka tengslanet sitt i nylenduheiminum,
vidurkenndi ad eina leidin fyrir kommunisma til ad lifa af i Palestinu veeri ad ,,arabisera®. Arid
1923 sameinudust héparnir i einn palestinskan kommunistaflokk, sem Komintern vidurkenndi
formlega arid 1924.

A pappirnum leit petta efnilegt Gt: and-heimsvaldastefna, and-sionismi, samstada med arabiska
fisldanum. [ raun var petta bara grin. Medlimir voru enn yfirgnaefandi gydingar og arabiskir
nylidar voru fair. Traleysi Palestinukommunistaflokksins eitt og sér var banveent i djupt trdudu
samfélagi. Ad segja palestinskum bdnda ad vorn al-Agsa snerist ekki um Gud heldur um
»Stéttabarattu® var ekki adeins médgandi; pad var dskiljanlegt.

Kommunistaflokkurinn i Palestinu reyndi ad bruda bilid. beir styrktu Ehdut arid 1926, tvipjédlega
verkamannasamtok sem attu ad sameina Araba og Gydinga undir einum stéttafana. Pad hrundi
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nastum samstundis. Arabar treystu ekki gydinglegum hvotum og grunudu ad ,alpjodahyggja“
veaeri Tréjuhestur fyrir sionisma. Gydingar voru hins vegar tregir til ad yfirgefa sionista
meginregluna um ,hebreska vinnu“ sem utilokadi Araba fra vinnu. Kommunistarnir h6féu
hannad fullkomna hugmyndafreaedilega blindgotu: of sionista fyrir Araba, of and-sionista fyrir
Gydinga, of traleysingi fyrir alla.

[ byrjun fjérda aratugarins lifdi Palestinukommunistaflokkurinn adeins af vegna pess ad Moskvu
styrkti hann. Bretland fylgdist med pvi, sionistaleidtogar treystu pvi ekki, arabiskir
bjodernissinnar hofnudu pvi. Komintern hélt afram ad krefjast ,,arabizunar” og ad lokum arié
1934, undir stjérn Radwan al-Hilu, fékk palestinski kommunistaflokkurinn sinn fyrsta arabiska
adalritara. En jafnvel pessi bylting gat ekki hulid hid augljésa: Kommunistarnir voru
utanadkomandi, snikjudyr @ atokum sem peir hvorki skopudu né gatu stjornad.

Ef kommunistarnir mistdkust vegna pess ad peir h6fdu engar raetur, pa h6fdu pjédernissinnar ad
minnsta kosti ndfn, fjdlskyldur og félagslega stédu. A pridja og fjorda dratugnum rédu tveer
fidlskyldur rikjum i palestinskum stjornmalum: Husseini-fjdlskyldan og Nashashibi-fjclskyldan.
paer leiddu arabiska framkveemdastjérnina, badu Breta um askoranir og reyndu ad hafa ahrif.
paer to6ludu @ mali pjodernishyggju og kolludu a einingu arabiskra rikja og sjalfsakvordunarrétt.

En pratt fyrir alla ordraedu sina var hreyfikraftur peirra sem veikburda. Pjédernishyggja medal
menntadrar yfirstéttar var einmitt pad, yfirstétt. Hun dreifdist i dagbl6dum, ekki i moskum; i
salongum pekktra einstaklinga, ekki i baendaporpum. Nashashibi-félkid, sérstaklega, kaus oft ad
seetta sig vid Breta og jafnvel samvinnu vid sionista pegar pad hentadi hagsmunum peirra. bessi
raunsaei jok adeins bilid @ milli peirra og almennings, sem vildi eitthvad meira hralegt, bindandi
en pjodernislegar raedur.

Pjédernishyggja pjadist einnig af pvi ad vera hugmyndalega punn. Hvad nakveemlega pyddi pad
ad vera ,palestinumadur” a pridja aratug sidustu aldar? Sjalfsmynd flestra var enn stadbundin
(borp, aettbalkur) eda traarleg (muslimar, kristnir, gydingar). Hugmyndin um ,pjéd“ var
6hlutbundin, fengin ad lani fra evrépskum flokkum. islam, hins vegar, var ekki 6hlutbundin. bad
var lifandi veruleiki baenar, laga, samfélags og ségu. bPess vegna gatu pjédernissinnud slagord
ekki keppt vid traarlegu 6pid um ad ,al-Agsa sé i heettu.”

betta skyrir hvers vegna dhrifamesti leidtogi Palestinumanna 4@ umbodstimabilinu var ekki
veraldlegur pjodernissinni, heldur traarlegur yfirvald: Haj Amin al-Husseini.

Husseini var skipadur stormufti i Jerdsalem arié 1921 og vard mikilvaegasti einstaklingurinn i
palestinskum stjornmalum. Vald hans var ekki skriffinnskt heldur andlegt. Sem yfirmadur £dsta
muslimaradsins stjérnadi hann wagf-sjédum, moskunum og trdarskélunum. [ samfélagi par sem
islam motadi daglegt lif pyddi petta ad hann stjérnadi sjalfri sal folksins.
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Snilligafa Husseinis, og haetta hans, folst i pvi ad sameina trdarlega skyldu og pjodernishyggiju.
Hann lysti andst6du vid sionisma ekki sem einungis ,,stjéornmalalegri” eda ,efnahagslegri“. Hann
lysti hana heilaga. Ad verja Palestinu var ad verja islam sjalft, og ad berjast gegn Gydingum var
a0 uppfylla bodord Guds. betta gaf pjodernishyggju hryggjarstykki sem hudn annars vantadi.
Undir stjérn Husseinis klaeddist pjodernishyggjan islomskum brynjum.

Nebi Musa-oeirdirnar arid 1920 voru fyrstu syn. bad sem hofst sem truarleg skriudganga ad
helgidémi breyttist i gydingaandudlegan éeird par sem Husseini lék lykilhlutverk. Arid 1929, vid
Oeirdirnar vid Vesturmurinn, var mynstrid oyggjandi. Pad sem hefdi getad haldist afram deila um
baenaréttindi var stigmagnad af Husseini i vopnahlé. Naervera Gydinga vid murinn var tulkud
sem vanhelgun & al-Aqgsa, brot & islam. Oskurdpid heyrdist: jihad. Og pusundir svérudu.

pjédernissinnar badu Breta, kommunistar dreifdu baeklingum, en pad var tulkun Husseinis sem
hreyfdi vid fijoldanum. Prédikanir, fatwar, trdarhatidir, allt urdu pau verkfzeri til ad hreyfa sig.
islam var ekki bakgrunnur atakanna; pad var vélin.

[ Mynd ] Haj Amin al-Husseini fundur med Adolf Hitler arié 1941 (ljosmynd: Heinrich
Hoffmann/Wikipedia)

Arabiska uppreisnin 1936 til 1939 var timamét { breska umbodsstjérn Palestinu. [ fyrsta skipti
brutust atokin ut i vidvarandi fijdldaofbeldi: verkféll, mord, sprengjuarasir og skaerulidaherferdir
gegn baedi Bretum og sioniskum samfélogum. Sagnfreedingar hafa reynt ad skilgreina pau sem
,bjédernissinnada uppreisn“ en pad er villandi. | kjarna sinum var htn knuin 4fram af isldmskum
krafti, styrt i gegnum trdarstofnanir og réttleett af gudfraedilegri skyldu.

Pegar uppreisnin hoéfst i april 1936 med allsherjarverkfalli i Nablus var pad ekki bara
verkalydsmoétmeeli heldur bod fra moskum. Arabiska adri nefndin, undir stjérn Haj Amin al-
Husseini og bandamanna hans, skilgreindi verkfallid ut fra traarlegum skilningi: innflytjendamal
Gydinga voru ekki bara lydfraedileg 6gn heldur brot a réttindum islams yfir Palestinu.
Fostudagspredikanir prumudu af vidvorunum um ad al-Aqgsa sjalft veeri undir umsatri. Taknmynd
hreyfingarinnar var ekki marxisk hamar og sigd eda pjodernisfanar heldur Kéranvers og bod um
jihad.

Kommunistar, sem voru 6rvaentingarfullir um ad gera sig videigandi, reyndu ad komast inn i
verkfallsnefndirnar. peir dreifdu baeklingum par sem peir fordeemdu breska heimsvaldastefnu og
gydingakapitalista. En truleysi peirra var eitur. [ porpum par sem musinar kélludu trdada til
motspyrnu voru kommunistahreyfingar alitnir erlendir, jafnvel sviksamir. Palestinski
kommunistaflokkurinn nddi varla ad fa faeina arabiska embaettismenn inn i uppreisnina og peir
huldu oft hugmyndafraedi sina til ad lifa af.

bjédernissinnar gerdu sér einnig fljott grein fyrir pvi ad an islams hafdi malstadur peirra ekkert
hreyfikraft. Jafnvel veraldlegir leidtogar toku upp trdarlega ordraedu, toludu um Palestinu sem
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heilagt land og visudu til islamskrar skyldu. Pad voru Husseini, ekki kommunistarnir eda
vesturmenntadir frjalslyndir, sem settu skilyrdi barattunnar.

Uppreisnin leiddi i Ijés annan mikilvaegan sannleika: ofbeldi gegn Gydingum var ekki fyrst og
fremst sett fram sem stéttaatok eda politisk samkeppni heldur sem trdarleg skylda. Vopnadir
hopar rédust a gydingabyli og bilalestir med peirri sannfaeringu ad peir veeru ad berjast gegn
vantrdudum sem rédust inn & muslimskt land. Tungumal pislarveettisins, paradisar fyrir pa sem
déu i métspyrnu, var allsradandi. Jafnvel pegar pjédernissinnadir baeklingar voru prentadir, var
munnleg menning. Vidnamsoldin var gegnsyrd af islomskum myndum.

Uppreisnin hrundi arid 1939 undir punga breskra kdgunar, innri sundrunga og stefnumaotandi
mistokum. Pusundir Araba voru drepnir, porp eydil6gd og leidtogar sendir i Utlegd. En arfleifd
hennar var djupstaed. Han syndi fram a ad islam, ekki marxismi, ekki vestraenn pjodernishyggja,
gat virkjad fjdldann til vidvarandi uppreisnar.

Uppreisnin fra 1936 til 1939 stadfesti einnig 6vidkomandi kommunista. pratt fyrir fyrirmaeli
Komintern sem hvottu til arabiaveedingar og samstodu gegn sionista, var
Palestinukommunistaflokkurinn afram & jadrinum. Pegar Radwan al-Hilu, Arabi, vard adalritari
arid 1934 vonadist Moskvu til ad petta myndi breyta flokknum i dsvikinn arabiskan
framvardarsveit.

En uppreisnin syndi hid gagnstaeda. Al-Hilu sjalfur var fastur & milli stefnu Moskvu og veruleikans
a vettvangi. Ahersla Komintern 4 ad andmaela sionisma samraemdist yfirbordslega vidhorfum
Araba, en jafn sterk andstada peirra vid islam sem ,,6pium fjéldans” var sjalfsmordshugsun. Til
ad fa arabiska nylida purfti Kommunistaflokkur Palestinu ad pagga nidur i truleysi sinu, en petta
Iét pad adeins lita Ut fyrir ad vera hraesnisamt og veikt. Verra var ad gydingakommunistar innan
flokksins h6fdu oft klofna hollustu og voru tregir til ad slita sig alveg vid sioniska
verkalydshreyfinguna.

begar uppreisninni lauk hafdi Kommunistaflokkur Palestinu ekkert dunnid. Arabiskar gotur
sameinudust ekki marxismanum. Baendurnir sem hofou borid riffla 8 heedum Galileu og Hebron
6g0u pa ekki nidur til ad taka patt i stéttabarattu. Peir sneru aftur til porpa sinna med dypri
sannfaeringu um ad jihad vaeri hinn sanni rammi métspyrnu. Kommunisminn hafdi verid reyndur
i eldi og fundist 6fullnaegjandi.

[ Mynd ] Arabiskir métmaelanefndir gegn breskri stefnu i Palestinu arid 1929

Utbrot sidari heimsstyrjaldarinnar breytti 6llu stjérnmalalandslaginu. Fyrir arabiska
bjodernissinna var nanasti évinurinn enn Bretland, nylenduherra Palestinu. Fyrir kommunista
fylgdi hollusta peirra breyttum linum Moskvu: fra hlutleysi arid 1939 (pegar Molotov-
Ribbentrop-sattmalinn tengdi Stalin vid Hitler) til ébilandi studnings vid bandamenn eftir juni
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1941 (pegar byskaland rédst inn i Sovétrikin). Pessar breytingar jukust adeins vantraust Araba a
kommunistum, sem nu virtust taekifaerissinnadir verkfaeri erlendrar hugmyndafraedi.

Haj Amin al-Husseini, 8 medan, markadi stefnu sem afhjupadi hinn sanna as palestinskra
stiéornmala: Gydingahatur sem var knuid afram af islomskum uppruna. Husseini var sendur i
Utlegd eftir uppreisnina og fann fyrst heeli i irak, par sem hann hjalpadi til vid ad hrinda af stad
valdaraninu, sem studdi oxulveldin Rashid Ali, arid 1941, og sidar i Berlin, par sem hann vard
helsti bandamadur nasista i Arabiu.

[ Berlin taladi Husseini ekki tungumal Marx eda frjalslynda pjédernishyggju. Hann taladi
tungumal jihads. Arabiskar Utsendingar hans i nasistaltvarpi hvottu muaslima til ad risa upp og
kynntu Hitler sem verjandi islams gegn Gydingum og breskri heimsvaldastefnu. Hann hitti
Himmler persdnulega, lysti yfir studningi vid utrymingu Gydinga og rédi muslimska hermenn ftil
Waffen-SS a Balkanskaga. Fyrir hann var stridid ekki arekstur hugmyndafraedi heldur heilagt strid
gegn Gydingum.

bessi atburdur er mikilvaegur pvi hann afhjupar, i hordustu ordum, tilgangsleysi pess ad draga
palestinsk stjornmal nidur i pjédernishyggju eda vinstri sinnada hugmyndafraedi. Bandalag
Husseinis vid nasista snerist ekki um samst6du gegn nylendustefnu eda stéttabarattu. bad
snerist um gudfreedilega fjandskap islams gagnvart Gydingum, sem voru vopnadir i pjonustu
alraedisvalds.

A sama tima voru kommunistar ordnir évidkomandi. begar Moskvu gekk til lids vid bandamenn
arid 1941 studdi palestinski kommunistaflokkurinn dyggilega stridsatak Breta, sama Bretland
sem Arabar fyrirlitu fyrir ad baela nidur uppreisnina og gera sionisma kleift. bessi
hugmyndafraedilega stefnubreyting eydilagdi pann litla trdverdugleika sem kommunistar hofdu
medal Palestinumanna. A medan Husseini var ad rada muslima til jihad undir Hitler, veifudu
kommunistarnir breskum fanum fyrir Stalin. Andstaedan hefdi ekki getad verid skarpari.

Stridslok komust ad polmdérkum umbodsvaldsins. Bretland, Urvinda og an I6gmaetis, afhenti
nystofnudu Sameinudu pjédunum malefni Palestinu. Skiptingaraaetlun Sameinudu pjédanna fra
november 1947 lagdi til ad landid yrdi skipt i gydinga- og arabisk riki.

[ fyrstu voru baedi Palestinukommunistaflokkurinn og arabisk Gtvikkun hans,
pjédfrelsisbandalagid (stofnad arid 1944), & méti skiptingu landsins. Hun stangast a vid and-
heimsvaldastefnu peirra og tengdi pa, i stutta stund, vid arabiska pjodernissinna. En pegar
Sovétrikin komu heiminum a évart med pvi ad stydja skiptingu landsins sem raunheefa leid til ad
reka Bretland Ut og na ahrifum i Mid-Austurlondum, sneru baedi Palestinukommunistaflokkurinn
og bjodfrelsisbandalagid hlydnir vid stefnu. A einni néttu studdu peir skiptingu landsins.

Pessi breyting var hérmuleg. A medan Husseini og arabiska aedri nefndin lystu yfir heilégu stridi
gegn skiptingu landsins, voru kommunistar skyndilega farnir ad maela med malamidlun vid
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sionisma. Arabiskar gétur sau pa fyrir pad sem peir voru: brddur Moskvu, fijarlaegir raunverulegri
barattu. Hvada jadarahrif sem kommunistar h6fdu gufadi upp.

Stridid 1948 innsigladi malid. begar fimm arabiskir herir rédust inn i nystofnad israelsriki var
ordraedan truarleg: jihad, pislarveetti, vorn al-Agsa. Imamar prédikudu pad ur prédikunarstélum,
sjalfbodalidar gengu undir fana islams. Kommunistar og pjédernissinnar kunna ad hafa tekid
batt i 4rodri eda atokum, en peir voru ekki sal barattunnar. islam var pad.

begar rykid sest sundrudust kommunistarnir: Palestiniski kommunistaflokkurinn innan israels
vard ad Maki, bPjédfrelsisbandalagid sameinadist honum og a Vesturbakkanum og i Gaza komu
fram nyir arabiskir kommunistahdpar undir verndarvaeng Jordaniu og Egyptalands. En peir voru
oviokomandi nedanmalsgreinar. Skilgreinandi arfleifd 1948 var ekki marxismi, né einu sinni
veraldleg pjédernishyggja. bad var djipstaedari sannfaering um ad stridid gegn Israel veeri
traarleg skylda, framhald af jihad.

Pegar litid er til baka a timabilid sem Palestina var undir stjérn er préunin skyr: Kommunismi
reyndi ad festa reetur en mistdkst vegna pess ad hann var framandi jardvegi Palestinu.
bjédernishyggja kom fram en var of punn til ad virkja fidldann. islam, hins vegar, var ramminn
sem batt folk saman, gaf barattunni yfirnatturulega merkingu og breytti atékum i skyldu.

Kommunistar gatu aldrei sigrast a truleysi sinu, erlendu dsjalfstaedi sinu gagnvart Moskvu eda
vanhaefni sinni til ad tala tungumal trdarinnar. Pjddernissinnar gatu aldrei brdad bilid milli
ordraedu elitunnar og almennrar hollustu. Adeins islam veitti baedi ordaforda og skyldu sem
hafdi ahrif 4 almenna Palestinumenn.

Pess vegna er fullyrdingin um ad ,Palestina hafi skapad jihad” ségulega rong. Raunveruleikinn er
ofugur: bad var islam sem skapadi Palestinu sem malstad. An islams hefdu kommunistar verid
minnihattar sdsialiskur klubbur i Haifa, pjédernissinnar hépur pekktra borgarbua sem rifust um
ahrif. bad var Islam sem breytti landinu i heilagt landsvaedi, andstédu vid sionisma i trdarlega
skyldu og stjornmalabarattu i heilagt strid.

Arfleifdin er 6hjakveemileg. Sérhver sidari proun, fra uppgangi Fatah til Hamas, hvilir 3 pessum
grunni. Kommunismi hvarf, pjédernishyggjan hrakadi, en islam lifdi af vegna pess ad hann var
ekki innfluttur eda tilbdin; hann var sjalf sjalfsmynd folksins.

Stofnun israelsrikis i mai 1948 og stridid milli Araba og israelsmanna sem fylgdi i kjoIfarid breytti
malinu um Palestinu ur stadbundinni uppreisn i adalmalefni arabiska heimsins. Fyrir
Palestinumenn var petta Nakba (hérmung), sem einkenndist af pvi ad hundrudir pusunda
manna flidu og allar vonir um tafarlausa stofnun rikis urdu ad engu. Fyrir arabiska heiminn i
heild vard petta sar sem krafdist Urbdta.
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En Palestinumenn og Arabar tulkudu Nakba ekki fyrst og fremst med tungumali stéttabarattu
eda veraldlegrar pjédernishyggju. Yfirgnaefandi umgjord var islamsk. Moskur urdu midstodvar
fléttamannalifsins. Prédikarar lystu pvi yfir ad osigurinn vaeri gudleg refsing fyrir sundrungu og
vanraekslu a ad lifa eftir islam. Vers Ur Kéraninum um Utlegd og gudlega reidi voru visad til til ad
utskyra tapid og barattan fyrir ad snua aftur var tulkud sem jihad.

Kommunistar voru @ medan i uppnami. i israel var Kommunistaflokkur Palestinu endurreist sem
Maki, med baedi gydinglegum og arabiskum medlimum. En vidurkenning peirra a skiptingu og
gydingarikinu, i hlydni vid skipanir Moskvu, stimpladi pa sem svikara i augum Araba.

A Vesturbakkanum og i Gaza, undir stjérn Jérdaniu og Egyptalands, lifdu kommunistahdpar af en
voru enn litlar og undir stodugri grunsemd. beir gafu Ut baklinga, reeddu um dialektik en hofdu
ekkert svar vid peirri hrau, trdarlegu astriou sem hraerdi flottamenn i budum fra Jerikd til Gaza.

Arabisk pjédernishyggja, sem persénur eins og Hajj Amin al-Husseini i Utlegd og Arabiska adri
nefndin birtu i sér, missti einnig traverdugleika sinn. Vanhaefni peirra arid 1948, spilling peirra og
flokkadreifing raegdi pa i augum almennra Palestinumanna. Ef pjédernishyggja gat ekki varid
landid, pa var pad islam sem gerdi pad.

Aratugirnir eftir 1948 voru einkenndir af kalda stridinu. Fyrir Palestinumenn pyddi petta ad
kommunismi, sem hafdi pegar ekki fest reetur a valdatimanum, var nu tvofalt reegdur sem erlend
hugmyndafraedi tengd Moskvu.

Arabiskir kommunistaflokkar voru til i Jérdaniu, Libanon og irak og Palestinumenn téku patt i
beim. En peir voru stédugt klofnir &4 milli tveggja sjalfsmynda: hollustu vid breyttar
landfraedilegar stjornmal Moskvu og hollustu vid malstad Palestinumanna. begar Sovétrikin
gerdu tilraun til ad stydja Israel seint & fimmta aratugnum og snemma & sjotta aratugnum voru
kommunistar lamadir. Pegar Moskva um midjan sjotta aratuginn breytti til ad stydja arabisk
stjornvold gegn Israel fylgdu peir dyggilega i kjélfarid. En i hverju skrefi var ljést ad peir voru
brudur, ekki leidtogar.

Jafnvel pegar kommunistar reyndu ad taka hardari afst6du gegn sionisma gatu peir aldrei virkjad
fidldann. Truleysi peirra einangradi venjulega Palestinumenn, sem litu 4 pa sem gudlausa
utlendinga. Slagord peirra um , heimsvaldastefnu og kapitalisma“ hljdmudu innantém
samanborid vid einfalda islamska hugmyndafraedi - ad Palestina vaeri waqf, heilagt land
islams, sem yrdi ad verja til domsdags.

[ fléttamannabudum voru pad ekki kommunistahdpar sem veittu von heldur isldmsk
godgerdarfélog, Koranskolar og prédikarar. Kommunistar hofou beaeklinga; islam hafdi lifandi
samfélag.
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[ Mynd ] Israelskir hermenn nalaegt Hebron i stridi israelsmanna og Araba &rid 1948 (ljésmynd:
pjédarmyndasafn Israels/Wikipedia)

Ef kommunismi var enn erlendur, virtist arabisk pjédernishyggja i stuttan tima bjéda upp 3
heimatilbuid valkost. A sjétta og sjpunda aratugnum vard Gamal Abdel Nasser fra Egyptalandi
hetja arabiska heimsins. Kall hans eftir einingu Araba, métspyrna hans vié Vesturlénd og
bjodnyting Suesskurdarins arid 1956 gerdu hann ad takni and-heimsvaldastefnunnar. Fyrir
Palestinumenn vard nasserismi ad leidarljosi.

Nasser lysti malstad Palestinumanna sem malstad arabisks. Hann lofadi ad sameiginlegur kraftur
arabiska heimsins myndi einn daginn frelsa Palestinu. Palestinsku fedayeen (skaerulidar) a sjotta
og sjounda aratugnum storfudu undir verndarvaeng hans. Palestinska frelsissamtokin, stofnud
arid 1964 undir stjérn Ahmad Shukeiri, voru greinilega arabisk pjédernissamtok, undir miklum
stjorn Egyptalands.

En pad var banvaent vandamal. Arabisk pjédernishyggja var i grunninn hugmyndafraedi elitunnar.
Hun lofadi natimalegri, veraldlegri, sésialiskri arabiskri framtid. En hun taladi ekki tungumal
truarbragdanna, sem var eina tungumalid sem flestir Palestinumenn treystu i raun.

Par ad auki voru mistok arabiskrar pjédernishyggju hormuleg. Nidurlaegjandi ésigur Araba i sex
daga stridinu arid 1967 braut nidur godsdgnina um osigrandi Nasser. Arabisku herirnir, egypski,
syrlenski og jordanski, hrundu & sex dégum, & medan israel hertdk Vesturbakkann, Gaza, Austur-
Jerusalem, Sinaifjall og Gélanhadir. Fyrir Palestinumenn var petta ekki bara annad tap; pad var
opinberun. Arabisk pjédernishyggja hafdi lofad sigri og valdid hérmungum.

[ kj6lfarid hnignadi virding Nassers, stjérnir Ba'ath-sinna i Syrlandi og rak urdu hardari og
spilltari og Palestinumenn sau i auknum meeli ad bjérgun keemi ekki fra veraldlegum arabiskum
rikjum. Aftur var vollurinn opinn fyrir islam.

Eftir 1967 faerdist midpunktur palestinskra stjéornmala ad Palestinumoénnum sjalfum, sem birtist i
Fatah-hreyfingu Yassers Arafats og sidar i forystu hans i Frelsissamtokum Palestinu. Olikt
Frelsissamtokum Palestinu, sem Shukeiri stjornadi, fullyrti Fatah-hreyfing Arafats ad vera
sjalfsteed, raunsae og einbeitt eingdngu ad vopnadri barattu til ad frelsa Palestinu.

Um tima virtust Fatah og Frelsissamtok Palestinu vera imynd palestinskrar pjodernishyggju. pau
bjalfudu skeerulida i Jordaniu, Libanon og annars stadar. bau framkveemdu stérkostlegar
adgerdir: landamaeraarasir, flugreeningar og hina alreemdu aras 4 israelska lidid a
Olympiuleikunum i Miinchen arié 1972. bau urdu taknmyndir byltingar pridja heimsins, sem
vinstrihreyfingar um allan heim téku opnum 6rmum. [ Alltaf grunadi mig ad vinstrid vaeri svona geggjad
og nu hafa ,useful WOKE idiots in the West“ tekid vid, m.a 4 RUV. T.1. ]

Islam made Palestine T.0. Bls. 23



En hér voru aftur takmorkin skyr. Palestinska frelsissamtokin toludu i pjédernislegum og
sosialiskum ordraedu og notudu oft marxisk slagord til ad vinna sér inn studning Sovétrikjanna
og pridja heimsins. Hopar eins og Alpydufylkingin fyrir frelsun Palestinu, undir forystu George
Habash, voru beinlinis marxisk-leniniskir. Peir litu a sig sem hluta af alpjédlegri byltingarbarattu
sem tengdi frelsun Palestinu vid Vietnam, Kibu og Romonsku Ameriku.

En innan palestinsks samfélags nadu pessar hugmyndir aldrei raunverulega arangri. Palestinska
frelsissamtokin gatu vakid athygli menntamanna, vigamanna og alpjédlegrar athygli, en ekki
vidtaeka hollustu venjulegra fléttamanna. | bGdunum sendu fidlskyldur bérn sin i Kéraninn, ekki i
marxiska namshodpa. Pegar pau badu, badu pau i moskum, ekki i byltingarklefum.

i lok 4ttunda &ratugarins var Palestinska frelsissamtokin i auknum maeli talin spillt, Gtleeg og
fjarleeg grasrotinni. Leidtogar peirra bjuggu i Beirut eda Tunis, sottu leidtogafundi og undirritudu
yfirlysingar, 3 medan venjulegir Palestinumenn bjuggu i bidum undir hernami. Aftur reyndist
bjodernishyggja an islams innantém.

A medan kommunistar og pjédernissinnar bérdust um forystu, var annad afl ad vaxa hljédlega:
Muslimabraedralagid. Breedralagid var stofnad i Egyptalandi arid 1928 og hafdi utibu i Palestinu
fra fimmta aratugnum og einbeitti sér fyrst og fremst ad truarfraedslu, gédgerdarstarfi og
uppbyggingu islamsks samfélags. A blémaskeidi nasserisma virtist pad vera jadarstarfsemi. En til
lengri tima litid hafdi pad mest varanleg ahrif.

Stefna Muslimabraedralagsins var polinméd. A medan kommunistar dreifdu smaritum og
bjédernissinnar skipulégdu skaerulidaarasir, byggdi Braedralagid moskur, skdla og félagspjonustu
a Gaza og Vesturbakkanum. bad métadi nyja kynsloéd Palestinumanna sem voru ekki marxisk eda
arabisk pjodernissinnud heldur islomsk.

Afgerandi stundin kom seint 4 niunda aratugnum. P4 var Frelsissamtdk Palestinu veikust og send
i Utlegd til Tunis eftir ad hafa verid rekin ur Libanon arid 1982. Spilling og 6hagkveemni hrjadu
forystu pess. A sama tima var hernam israels & Vesturbakkanum og Gaza héfdu gengid inn i
annan aratug sinn og gremjan var ad sj6da.

begar fyrsta intifada braust Ut arid 1987 voru pad ekki Palestinufrelsissamtokin sem leiddu hana
heldur stadbundin grasrétarnet, morg tengd Braedralagi muslima. Upp Ur pessari uppreisn
faeddist Hamas, islamska métspyrnuhreyfingin. Olikt Fatah eda Alpydufylkingunni fyrir frelsun
Palestinu, skilgreindi Hamas ekki barattu sina sem pjédernishyggju eda sdsialisma. | sattmala
bess fra 1988 var pad skyrt: Barattan fyrir Palestinu var jihad, islomsk skylda til ddmsdags.

Hamas bardist ekki adeins fyrir landsvaedi; pad bardist fyrir islam. bad hafnadi veraldlegri stefnu
alfarid, fordeemdi malamidlanir og rétgraeddi [dgmaeti sitt i ritningunum. [ fyrsta skipti sidan
Husseini hafdi islam endurheimt opna, dafsakanlega forystu palestinsku hreyfingarinnar.

Islam made Palestine T.0. Bls. 24



begar litid er til baka yfir alla 6ldina er domurinn éhjakvaemilegur. Kommunismi, innfluttur fra
Moskvu, festi aldrei reetur. Hann var framandi, trileysingi og framandi. Augnablik synileika pess
voru alltaf had sovéskum fyrirmaelum, ekki palestinskum veruleika.

pjodernishyggjan atti blémaskeid sitt undir stjéorn Nassers og Frelsissamtaka Palestinu, en hin
mistokst hormulega i reynd. HUn gat ekki virkjad fijoldann a varanlegan hatt og dsigrar hennar
ryrou truverdugleika hennar. HUn lofadi frelsun med veraldlegri einingu en leiddi til spillingar og
malamidlana.

islam, hins vegar, stodst og sigradi. Fra uppreisninni 1936 undir stjorn Husseini, til jihad-
ordradunnar 1948, til forystu Intifada med moskum, var islam alltaf hin raunverulega rodd.
Hun var ekki flutt inn frd Evropu eda fyrirskipud af Moskvu; hin var médurmal folksins.

bess vegna er sogulega rangt ad segja ad ,,Palestina hafi skapad jihad.” Hid gagnsteeda er satt:
Islam skapadi Palestinu sem malstad. An Islams hefdu kommunistar verid sértriarséfnudur,
bjédernissinnar klika. bad var islam sem helgadi landid, gerdi métspyrnu ad skyldu og gaf
atokunum sinn varanlega, ébilandi blee.

Og bess vegna, jafnvel i dag, er fani palestinsku métspyrnunnar ekki Marx, ekki Nasser, ekki einu
sinni félnud pjédernishyggja Arafats. Pad er greeni faninn islams, borinn af Hamas og
bandamdénnum pess, sem lysir opinberlega yfir pvi sem alltaf hefur verid satt: Barattan er ekki
politisk, heldur traarleg.

[ Undir greenum fana ,,Palestinu” hafa favitar i Vinstri graenum gengid og sennilega hropad
slagord, sem eru studningur vid islam. [ alpingiskosningunum 2024 bar islenska pjédin geefu
til ad kjdsa ekki VG til setu & Alpingi —ad kjosa ekki folk, sem er vanhaeft til ad geeta
landamaera [slands. Félk sem ekki vill skilja ad islam égnar frelsi islendinga. T.I. ]
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