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Antizionism Is Antisemitism A history of a hatred that learned to speak in code
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A long time ago, in Iran, every morning before classes, two frightening chimeras were projected
into our heads: Israel and the United States. We stood in lines in the schoolyard, chanting
“Death to Israel,” “Death to America.”

| always wondered who those “Zionists” were that we were cursing. | knew a little about
Americans. At the time, | had a massive crush on George Michael and had just watched Rocky
and Flashdance. America seemed... fine.

So | wondered: what if the Zionists were fine too?

What | did know was that the Islamic regime sucked the fun out of life—and the life out of
everything. | was constantly sanctioned. My mother was summoned to the principal’s office
almost daily for banalities like me writing the names of my favorite bands on my red Chucks. It
was deemed anti-Islamic. Too Western.

But it was already too late. | had been infected—possessed, really—by Western demons.

Years later, in Germany, | met an artist and a DJ who had grown up in East Germany during the
Cold War. They lived under a communist dictatorship, not a theocracy—but our stories echoed
each other. In both systems, across entirely different cultures, antisemitism—euphemized as
anti-Zionism—was part of state doctrine.

In Iran, “Palestine” was framed as a religious duty in the struggle against the “Great Satan” and
the “Little Satan.” In East Germany, Palestinians were cast as comrades in the global struggle
against capitalism. My friends told me how Palestinian students in the GDR were simultaneously
trained in camps connected to the regime.

But it wasn’t always like this.

After World War I, the Soviet Union initially supported the creation of Israel and even supplied
weapons via Czechoslovakia during the 1948 war. Moscow expected the new state to become a
socialist ally.

That expectation did not hold.
Soviet propaganda, 1970s: “Zionism is racism.”

But before turning to Soviet anti-Zionism—the third mutation in a long ideological chain—it is
worth returning to the origins of Zionism itself.
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Zionism did not emerge from colonial ambition, but from a sober diagnosis: Jewish
emancipation in Europe had failed.

Theodor Herzl, the father of political Zionism, was not a romantic nationalist. He was a
thoroughly assimilated Viennese journalist who believed in the Enlightenment promise—that
Jews could become equal citizens through integration.

What changed him was reality.

The Dreyfus Affair—where crowds in Paris shouted “Death to the Jews” during the trial of a
Jewish army officer—made something unmistakably clear: antisemitism was not a relic of the
past. It was a structural feature of modern societies.

[ Dreyfus-malid (1894—1906) var pdlitiskt hneyksli i Frakklandi par sem Alfred Dreyfus skipstjéri, gydingur, var

ranglega sakfelldur fyrir landrad, sem steypti landinu i djupa kreppu. Malid afhjupadi djupsteett gydingahatur,
skipti Frakklandi i andstaedar fylkingar og undirstrikadi ad herforingjaelitan hafdi ranglega akeert Dreyfus. Malid
endadi med pvi ad Dreyfus var syknadur algerlega arid 1906. ,J'accuse...!“ (,Eg dsaka...!“) eftir rithofundinn

Emile Zola var timaméta opid bréf sem birtist & forsidu parisarbladsins L'Aurore pann 13. jantar 1898. ]

Herzl concluded that assimilation would not solve the problem. On the contrary, it might
intensify it.

In Der Judenstaat (1896), he argued that the issue was not individual prejudice, but the
abnormal political condition of the Jewish people: they were a nation without a state.

And in a world organized around nation-states, such a people would always remain vulnerable.
The solution, therefore, was not cultural or religious reform—but sovereignty.

This idea took concrete form at the First Zionist Congress in Basel in 1897, where Herzl called for
a “publicly recognized and legally secured home for the Jewish people.”

In his diary, he wrote:

“Today | founded the Jewish State... perhaps in five years, certainly in fifty, everyone will know
it”

Almost exactly fifty years later, the State of Israel was established.
History confirmed Herzl’s diagnosis in the most catastrophic way imaginable.

The Holocaust—the industrial murder of six million Jews by Adolf Hitler’s regime—did not take
place in some pre-modern backwater, but in the heart of Europe. In societies that had promised
emancipation.

Yet the story does not end there.
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Following the establishment of Israel, approximately 850,000 Jews were dispossessed and
displaced from Arab and Muslim-majority countries—many from communities that had existed
for centuries.

They did not go to Europe.
They went to Israel.

Zionism thus became not only the refuge of survivors of European antisemitism, but also of
Jews from across the Middle East and North Africa.

But modern anti-Zionism as we know it today did not originate in Nazi Germany.

While Nazi ideology was explicitly racial and genocidal, the global political framework of anti-
Zionism was largely shaped later by the Soviet Union.

Al-Tarig (Arabic: ‘The Path’), 1938 — cover featuring Joseph Stalin.
To understand this, one must distinguish between phases.

Before Nazism, anti-Zionism already existed. Some Jews opposed it—assimilationists, socialist
movements like the Bund, and certain religious groups. Their opposition was not necessarily
antisemitic.

Nazi Germany, on the other hand, was not “anti-Zionist” in the modern sense. It was openly
antisemitic. Jews were defined as a racial enemy to be eliminated.

The decisive shift came under Stalin.

By the late 1940s, Stalin had grown deeply suspicious of Jews in the Soviet Union, particularly
after Israel aligned more closely with the West. Soviet Jews were increasingly portrayed as
disloyal, as “rootless cosmopolitans.”

This culminated in the Doctors’ Plot (1952-53), where mostly Jewish doctors were accused of
conspiring to murder Soviet leaders as part of an international network.

The campaign followed earlier purges, including the dismantling of the Jewish Anti-Fascist
Committee and the execution of Jewish intellectuals in what became known as the “Night of the
Murdered Poets.”

The significance of this moment is critical.
Antisemitism was no longer framed primarily in racial terms, but in political ones.
Jews were no longer just a “race” —they were now portrayed as agents of a global conspiracy.

After Israel’s victory in the Six-Day War in 1967, this framework was fully developed.
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The Soviet Union launched a global propaganda campaign depicting “Zionism” as a racist,
imperialist, and colonial ideology. Zionists were described as controlling finance, media, and
Western governments.

This narrative was not new.

It repurposed the structure of earlier conspiracy theories, such as The Protocols of the Elders of
Zion, a Tsarist forgery that claimed to reveal a Jewish plan for world domination.

The Soviets officially rejected such texts.

But in practice, they reproduced their logic.

The only change was linguistic.

“Jews” became “Zionists.”

A racial conspiracy became a political one.

Antisemitism was translated into the language of anti-imperialism.

This made it globally exportable.

1983, USSR: Soviet postage stamp. ‘The just cause of Palestine will triumph.

The narrative was institutionalized through international bodies, most notably the 1975 UN
resolution declaring “Zionism is racism,” and spread through networks across the Middle East,
Africa, and the Western left.

In parts of the Arab world, the original conspiracy texts continued to circulate alongside this
new political framing.

What we see today is a hybrid:

The structure of the old conspiracy—hidden power, global control—

combined with the language of Soviet anti-imperialism—colonialism, capitalism, racism.
Antisemitism is unique in its persistence.

No other prejudice has adapted so seamlessly across time and ideology.

e In medieval Europe, it spoke the language of theology.
e |n the 19th century, it spoke the language of race.
e In the 20th century, it adopted the language of politics and “anti-imperialism.”

Modern anti-Zionism is not a new phenomenon. It is the latest mutation of an ancient one.

[ Eg; T.i., keypti Timann, var pjédviljinn med fyrirsagnir i pessum anda fyrir halfri 61d? ]
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Antizionism Is Antisemitism

Fyrir l6ngu sidan, i iran, & hverjum morgni fyrir kennslustundir, voru tveer 6gnvekjandi
sjénhverfingar varpad i hofud okkar: Israel og Bandarikin. Vid stédum i rédum i skélagardinum
og kolludum ,,Daudi yfir israel, ,Daudi yfir Ameriku®.

Eg velti alltaf fyrir mér hverijir pessir ,,Sionistar” veeru sem vid vaerum ad formaela. Eg vissi
svolitid um Bandarikjamenn. A peim tima var ég mjdg skotin i George Michael og hafdi nylega
horft &4 Rocky og Flashdance. Bandarikin virtust... fin.

Svo ég velti fyrir mér: hvad ef Sionistarnir vaeru lika finir?

Pad sem ég vissi var ad islamska stjornin sogadi gledina ur lifinu — og lifid Gr 6llu. Eg var stdédugt
refsad. Mamma min var kollud a skrifstofu skolastjérans naestum daglega fyrir smaatridi eins og
a0 ég skrifadi nofn uppahaldshljdmsveitanna minna a raudu Chucks-skéna mina. pad var talid
and-islamskt. Of vestraent.

En pad var pegar ordid of seint. Eg hafdi smitast — i raun verid haldin — af vestraenum djéflum.

Arum sidar, i byskalandi, hitti ég listamann og plétusnid sem hdfdu alist upp i Austur-Pyskalandi
a timum kalda stridsins. Pau bjuggu undir kommuniskri einraedisstjorn, ekki gudveldi — en ségur
okkar endurémudu hvor adra. | badum kerfum, i gjérélikum menningarheimum, var
gydingahatur — dulbuid sem and-sionismi — hluti af kenningum rikisins.

i fran var ,Palestina“ skilgreind sem truarleg skylda i barattunni gegn , Stéra Satan“ og , Litla
Satan” | Austur-byskalandi voru Palestinumenn settir sem félagar i hnattreenni barattu gegn
kapitalisma. Vinir minir sogdu mér fra pvi hvernig palestinskir nemendur i Austur-byskalandi
voru pjalfadir samtimis i budum tengdum stjérninni.

En pad var ekki alltaf svona.

Eftir sidari heimsstyrjoldina studdu Sovétrikin upphaflega stofnun israels og Gtvegudu jafnvel
vopn i gegnum Tékkdslovakiu a stridinu 1948. Moskvu bjost vid ad nyja rikid yrdi sosialiskur
bandamadur.

Su veaenting std0st ekki.
Sovéskur arédur, attunda aratugurinn: ,Sionismi er rasismi.”

En adur en vid snaum okkur ad sovéskri and-sionisma — pridju stokkbreytingunni i langri
hugmyndafraedilegri kedju — er vert ad snua aftur ad uppruna sionisma sjalfs.

Sionismi spratt ekki upp ur nylendustefnu, heldur Ur alvarlegri greiningu: frelsun gydinga i
Evrépu hafdi mistekist.
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Theodor Herzl, fadir stjornmalalegs sionisma, var ekki rdmantiskur pjéodernissinni. Hann var
algerlega adlagadur Vinarbladamadur sem trudi a loford upplysingarinnar —ad Gydingar geetu
ordid jafnréttisborgarar med adlogun.

Pad sem breytti honum var veruleikinn.

Dreyfus-malid — par sem mannfjéldi i Paris hrépadi ,Daudi yfir Gydinga“ i réttarhdldum yfir
gydinglegum herforingja — gerdi eitthvad éyggjandi ljost: Gydingahatur var ekki leifar
fortidarinnar. Pad var skipulagslegt einkenni nutimasamfélaga.

Herzl komst ad peirri nidurstodu ad adlogun myndi ekki leysa vandamalid. Pvert 4 moti gaeti hun
magnad pad upp.

| Der Judenstaat (1896) hélt hann pvi fram ad malid vaeri ekki einstaklingsbundinn fordémur,
heldur 6edlileg stjérnmalaleg stada Gydinga: peir veeru pjod an rikis.

Og i heimi sem veeri skipulagdur i kringum pjédriki vaeri slikt folk alltaf viokvaemt.
Lausnin veeri pvi ekki menningarleg eda triarleg umbaetur - heldur fullveldi.

Pessi hugmynd tok a sig raunverulegt form a fyrsta sioniska pinginu i Basel arid 1897, par sem
Herzl kalladi eftir ,,opinberlega vidurkenndu og loglega tryggdu heimili fyrir Gydinga.”

i dagbok sinni skrifadi hann:

| dag stofnadi ég Gydingarikid ... kannski eftir fimm &r, 6rugglega eftir fimmtiu, munu allir vita
bad.”

Naestum nakvamlega fimmtiu drum sidar var israelsriki stofnad.
Sagan stadfesti greiningu Herzls 8 hormulegasta hatt sem hugsast getur.

Helforin - idnadarmord a sex milljonum Gydinga af stjorn Adolfs Hitlers - atti sér ekki stad i
einhverjum for-natima bakvatni, heldur i hjarta Evrépu. | samfélégum sem héféu lofad frelsun.

En sagan endar ekki par.

Eftir stofnun [sraels voru um pad bil 850.000 Gydingar hraktir og fluttir & vergang fra arabiskum
og muslimskum meirihlutaldondum — margir fra samfélégum sem hofdu verid til i aldir.

peir foru ekki til Evrépu.
beir foru til israels.

Sionismi vard pannig ekki adeins gridastadur peirra sem lifdu af gydingahatur i Evropu, heldur
einnig Gydinga fra Mid-Austurlondum og Nordur-Afriku.
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En ndtima and-sionismi eins og vid pekkjum hann i dag a ekki uppruna sinn i nasista-bpyskalandi.

P6 ad nasistahugmyndafraedin hafi beinlinis verid kynpattabundin og pjodarmordsbundin, var
alpjoédlegt stjiornmalaumhverfi and-sionisma ad mestu leyti métad sidar af Sovétrikjunum.

Al-Tariqg (arabiska: ,Leidin“), 1938 — forsida med Jésef Stalin.
Til a0 skilja petta verdur madur ad greina a milli timabila.

Fyrir nasisma var and-sionismi pegar til. Sumir Gydingar voru 4 moti honum — adlégunarsinnar,
sosialiskar hreyfingar eins og Bund og akvednir trdarhdpar. Andstada peirra var ekki endilega
gydingahatursfull.

Nasistastjorn byskalands, hins vegar, var ekki ,and-sionisk” i nitima skilningi. Hun var
opinberlega gydingahatursfull. Gydingar voru skilgreindir sem kynpattadvinur sem atti ad
atryma.

Afgerandi breyting atti sér stad undir stjorn Stalins.
[ lok fimmta aratugarins hafdi Stalin ordid mjog tortrygginn gagnvart Gydingum i Sovétrikjunum.

sameiningu, sérstaklega eftir ad israel sameinadist Vesturldondum betur. Sovéskir Gydingar voru
auknum meeli syndir sem 6tryggir, sem ,,rétlausir heimsborgarar”,

petta nadi hamarki i Leeknasamsaerinu (1952-53), par sem adallega gydingalaeknar voru sakadir
um ad hafa samsaert um ad myrda sovéska leidtoga sem hluta af alpjédlegu neti.

Herferdin fylgdi i kjolfar fyrri hreinsanir, par @ medal nidurrif Gydinga-fasistanefndarinnar og
aftoku gydinglegra menntamanna i pvi sem vard pekkt sem ,Nott myrtu skaldanna“.

byding pessarar stundar er afar mikilvaeg.

Gydingahatur var ekki lengur fyrst og fremst sett fram i kynpattalegum skilningi, heldur i
politiskum skilningi.

Gydingar voru ekki lengur bara , kynpattur” - peir voru nu syndir sem umbodsmenn alpjodlegs
samsaeris.

Eftir sigur Israels i Sex daga stridinu arid 1967 var petta rammaverk ad fullu préad.

Sovétrikin héfu alpjodlega arodursherferd par sem ,,sionismi“ var lyst sem rasisma,
heimsvaldastefnu og nylendustefnu. Sionistar voru lystir sem stjérnendum fjarmalum,
fidlmidlum og vestreenum stjornvéldum.

bessi frasogn var ekki ny af nalinni.
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Hun endurskodadi uppbyggingu fyrri samseeriskenninga, svo sem Bdkanir 6ldunganna i Sion,
flsun tsaristans sem hélt pvi fram ad hun afhjupadi dsetlun Gydinga um heimsyfirrad.

Sovétrikin héfnudu slikum textum opinberlega.

En i reynd endurtdku peir rokfraedi peirra.

Eina breytingin var tungumalaleg.

,Gydingar“ urdu ad ,Sionistum*.

Samsaeri kynpatta vard politiskt.

Gydingahatur var pytt yfir & tungumal and-heimsvaldastefnu.

betta gerdi pad utflutningsheaeft um allan heim.

1983, Sovétrikin: Frimerki fra Sovétrikjunum. ,Réttlatt malefni Palestinu mun sigra.”

Frasognin var stofnfest i gegnum alpjodastofnanir, einkum alyktun Sameinudu pjédanna fra
1975 sem lysti pvi yfir ad ,,Sionismi sé rasismi“ og dreifdist um net um Mid-Austurlénd, Afriku og
vestraena vinstri vaengina.

[ hlutum arabiska heimsins héldu upprunalegu samsaeristextarnir afram ad dreifast samhlida
bessari nyju politisku umgjora.

Pad sem vid sjdum i dag er blendingur:
Uppbygging gamla samsaerisins - falinn mattur, alpjédleg stjorn -

i bland vid tungumal sovéskrar and-heimsvaldastefnu - nylendustefnu, kapitalisma,
kynpattafordéoma.

Gydingahatur er einstakt i prautseigju sinni.
Engir adrir fordomar hafa adlagad sig jafn éadfinnanlega i gegnum tima og hugmyndafraedi.

e [ midalda Evrépu taladi pad tungumal gudfraedinnar.
e A 19.6ld taladi pad tungumal kynpéttar.
e A20.6ld tok pbad upp tungumal stjornmala og ,,and-heimsvaldastefnu®.

Nutima and-sionismi er ekki nytt fyrirbaeri.

Pad er nyjasta stokkbreyting a fornum fordomum.
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