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Europe’s Population Drain Has Begun

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7wF5uQqBa0k 25 min.

Europe from the outside still looks very fine, right? Paris is still bustling with tourists. Rome is
still full of cafes. Berlin is still modern and busy. People still go to work, still engage in political
debates, still hold elections as if the future is guaranteed. But there is something disappearing
right before our eyes without any bombs, without any wars, and without any news reports
daring to say it outright. That is humanity. But the noteworthy thing is that person is not [music]
an old person. Old people still live longer than ever.

What is disappearing are the young, the children, the next generation, those who will work, pay
taxes, run hospitals, contribute to [music] pensions, and keep this civilization running.

If you think this is just about fewer babies, you are mistaken. This is a much bigger issue. Europe
is bleeding population. This is not a loud collapse. This is the quietest kind [music] of collapse,
the gradual disappearance of the future. And the question is, does Europe still have enough
time to wake up? Perhaps you already know. Most of the world is currently experiencing a
demographic [music] crisis. Birth rates are declining, putting additional pressure on public
services and straining [music] national budgets. Europe is no exception. And to understand this
video, you need a bit of context. [music]

To maintain a stable population, a country needs a birth rate, the average number of children a
woman has [music] in her lifetime of about 2.1. A low birth rate significantly below the
replacement level of 2.1 is causing both economic and [music] political stress. However, the EU
is falling into this situation. According to the latest data from Euroat, the birth rate of the
European Union EU in 2021 was around 1.53, much lower than the 2.1 [music] level. Even
temporary data from recent years show that Europe's birth rate is currently declining [music] at
an unprecedented pace, causing European governments to increasingly worry about their
population decline.

Let's look at Italy, a country famous for its large families. In 2024, Italy recorded only 370,000
births, the lowest level since 1861, marking the 16th consecutive year of declining birth rates.
Italy's birth rate is only about [music] 1.2 children per woman. Then there's Spain. The birth rate
is only about 1.1, even lower. Really impressive in a not so happy way. Someone should teach
[music] them how to make a baby. Spain has also just recorded the lowest birth rate since 1941
[music] with only 322,000 births. It is worth mentioning that Spain's population is still growing
slightly due to immigration, leading many people [music] to believe that everything is fine, but
such population growth only conceals the submerged part of the iceberg.
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The birth deficit is still ongoing, and Germany, the economic powerhouse of Europe, is not
fairing any better in terms of demographics. Although there was a slight increase during the
pandemic, Germany's birth rate fell to 1.4 children per woman [music] in 2024. A significant
decrease from around 1.6 in 2021 and the lowest since 2009. [music] The number of children
born in Germany in 2023 decreased to 700,000, the lowest since 2013.

But if you move away from Western Europe a bit and look toward Eastern Europe, Bulgaria,
Romania, Latvia, Poland, you will see an even more concerning combo. Record low birth rates
combined with a wave of young working age people immigrating abroad, often to wealthier
Western European countries. So, what does this mean in real life? Very simple. Fewer babies
today also means fewer people working tomorrow.

The EU is projected to lose about 21 million working age people by 2050. In other words, a
group of the population capable of creating economic value will have to bear a larger group of
non-producing population. Specifically for Germany, to simply maintain the current workforce
size, they need about 400,000 skilled immigrant workers each year. And by 2024, they will have
around 2 million job vacancies. This directly impacts economic growth.

But when slowing down a beat, | wonder if this is merely the phenomenon of population bleed
or if it hides something deeper. People keep saying that Europe is facing a birth crisis. But if you
ask the people living here, they will tell you straight, this is not a child crisis. This is a housing
crisis. One person commented under the video very succinctly. 30 years old, still living with
parents.

The government asks, "Why not have children? It's really a mystery." Yeah, it's really a mystery.
In Dublin, one person recounts the cost of living as a cruel joke. €2,500 month to rent a two-
bedroom apartment and €1,000 month for each child to send them to daycare. Imagine just the
rent is like you're paying off a BMW every month. And the daycare fees are like raising an
additional new iPhone, but it knows how to cry. And there's no installment plan. In Germany,
the Netherlands, France, the story is not much different.

Young people work for a whole month and in the end they realize they are just working to be
allowed to exist in a small apartment, not to live, not to start a family. and definitely not to raise
a child. A Dutch woman shared, "9 years ago, when | had a child, finances were still

manageable. Now, if you want to have children, you have to be rich." That statement sounds like
a confession from an entire generation.

And here lies the most ironic point. The European government wants to increase the birth rate,
but it thrives on rising real estate prices. You can't simultaneously beg people to have children
and turn their homes into luxury items. It's like launching a campaign to drink more water while
selling water at wine prices. Because having children is not a romantic decision. It is a financial
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decision. It's a decision based on faith. People only dare to have children when they believe that
tomorrow will not be worse than today.

So the question for you is, if you have to spend more than half of your income just on rent,
would you dare to have children or will you choose not to have children as a form of self-
defense? And if you find this worth considering, please subscribe to the channel not to support
me, but so we can follow together where Europe will head when the Demographic Foundation
is being drained day by day. Because next the story gets even darker.

When the young people disappear, who will pay pensions? who will support the health care
system and who will keep Europe standing. If you want to understand why Europe is bleeding
population, forget the flowery speeches. Look straight at something very cold. Mathematics. In
the past, the European welfare system operated like a lavish banquet. Four working people
supporting one retired person. Wine flows abundantly. Pensions are stable. Hospitals are well
staffed with doctors. But today, in many places, that ratio has dropped to about two workers
supporting one retiree. And if the low birth rate trend continues, the future will resemble a
tragic movie scene. 1.5 workers must support one elderly person. In other words, you are trying
to pull a truck with a bicycle.

A German commented directly under the video. We don't hate children. We hate the feeling
that we are being exploited to maintain a system that is no longer reasonable. Sounds harsh,
but it's true. And the consequences of an aging population are not just on paper. It lies in your
wallet.

As the number of retirees increases, the government has only a few options. Raise taxes,
increase the retirement age, or borrow money. But all of them are the same. Workers have to
pay the price. Income tax increases, insurance tax increases, and you'll see your salary vanish
like beer spilled on sand. And healthcare, that's where everything becomes very real. A nurse in
Italy shared, "We are not short of patients. We are short on staff."

And that is the scariest thing to say because as society ages, hospitals are like train stations
during rush hour. Many people coming in, few people serving. Aging does not create a loud
crash. It creates something even more unpleasant. A permanent shortage. Waiting longer for
medical appointments, lack of doctors, lack of beds, lack of manpower, lacking hope as well.

So the question for you is, are you willing to pay higher taxes to keep the system alive? Or do
you think Europe is falling into a welfare trap that no one dares to admit? If you find these
numbers worth pondering, you can subscribe to the channel, not because | need it, but because
what comes next is even more sensitive. When the system no longer has enough young people
to support it, what will Europe do?
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And the most familiar answer is immigration. So when Europe runs out of young people, what
will they do? The answer is very simple and also very sensitive. Immigration. On paper, this is a
solution as appealing as a vitamin advertisement. You lack labor, import more. Are you short on
taxpayers? Bring in more. Are you afraid the pension system will collapse? Add more. And for
many years, the EU has actually received more than 1 to 2 million net immigrants each year.
There were even higher years. To be blunt, if it weren't for this influx of people, many European
countries would have started decreasing their populations long ago.

Someone in Germany wrote under the video, "We are not surprised that the government needs
immigration. What makes people angry is that they do it as if the public has no right to ask.
That's the breaking point. Not because they hate immigrants, but because of the feeling of
being left out of the game. But immigration is like drinking coffee to stay awake. At first it feels
invigorating. But the more you drink, the more dependent you become. And the price to pay
will come later. More people means more housing demand, more pressure on schools, more
pressure on hospitals. And in a Europe that is already facing a housing crisis, it's like adding fuel
to the fire.

A Dutch resident said bluntly. There isn't enough housing for the people already living here.
Now with more people, who will bear it? This sentence sounds harsh, but it's the real emotion
in life. And here is the most ironic part. Europe imports labor to save the future, but it ends up
making the future more expensive, making it even harder for the local youth to start families. A
perfect loop in a hellish way.

Not to mention, studies show that the birth rates of immigrants often converge to the levels of
natives after one or two generations. That is, immigration does not reverse the demographic
winter. It just prolongs autumn by a few more years. So the real question is, is immigration a
sustainable solution or just a way to postpone the day of reckoning? And if immigration is
inevitable, how will Europe integrate them without breaking the social structure? If you think
this part is already hot, the next part is even hotter.

Because when society changes faster than people's ability to adapt, politics will begin to distort.
And that is when Europe enters the most dangerous game. The confrontation between identity
and power. If you want to see what population bleeding looks like in real life, don't look at Paris.
Don't look at London. Those places are still lit up, still full of tourists, still give the feeling that
Europe is doing very well. Let's go out of the center, head toward the countryside.

In Spain, this phenomenon is called empty Spain. There are vast areas of hundreds of kilome
where you can drive for an hour without seeing a single school open. There are reports that this
country has more than 3,000 abandoned villages. Sounds like something out of the Middle
Ages, but it's happening right now. A person living in rural Spain wrote, "The children have all
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left. Only the elderly and the increasingly crowded cemetery remain." That sentence is as cold
as the winter monsoon.

In Italy, the story is even more bitter. There are towns selling houses for €1, not because they
are generous, but because they are desperate. When a house costs less than a dinner, it's no
longer a bargain. That's a distress signal. And in Eastern Europe, Poland, Bulgaria, Romania,
Latvia, the bleeding is not just from low birth rates. It is the mass exodus of young people. A
silent migration to Germany, the Netherlands, the UK, like pulling the plug from a house and still
hoping the lights will turn on.

A Polish person commented, "We are not lacking land. We lack a future. You hear that and you
understand immediately. The problem is not geography. The issue is opportunity. Thus, the map
of Europe is transforming into a strange body. The major cities are swelling like economic
tumors while the countryside is shrinking, drying up, and falling silent. Schools are closing down.
The hospital is short staffed. The bus route was cut because no one was using it anymore.

People often say a nation dies when its capital falls. But the truth is a nation loses its vibrancy
when the villages fall silent of children's laughter. So the question is if this trend continues what
will Europe become a continent of overcrowded cities and wastelands and that's when we have
to move on to the next part because when humans disappear from a land what remains is not
just an empty house but rather the power vacuum and politics will quickly rush in to fill that
void.

If you want to understand where Europe is heading, sometimes the best way is not to look into
the future, but to look into the past. And there is no more frightening mirror. The Roman
Empire, Rome, did not fall because of a single battle, not because of a foolish emperor. It
collapsed in a much more subtle way. It weakened gradually like an old man aging without
realizing his bones are rotting.

From the 3rd century onward, Roman administrative documents began to record a declining
population. abandoned rural areas and dwindling tax revenues. When the population
decreased, the state did what every government usually does in a panic, raise taxes. And when
taxes increase, the people become poorer. The poorer the people become, the more they
abandon their land. The more they abandon the land, the more their income decreases.

A perfect spiral like compound interest, but for decay. Then came the army. Rome lacked native
soldiers and their clever solution was to hire outsiders, mercenaries, auxiliary forces, troops no
longer tied to Roman identity. Sounds familiar? An Italian commented a very painful sentence.
We still have Roman statues every place, but the Roman spirit is no longer in the young people.
That saying is like a strong drink. Drinking it feels warm, then gradually cold. And this is the
scariest part. Rome became unflexible.
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When a system is short on manpower and money, it doesn't become more flexible. It becomes
more conservative. It tightens. It controls. It forces the people to bear the system. Instead of
letting the system serve the people sounds like an ancient tale, but if you look at Europe today,
an aging population, high taxes, a welfare burden, labor shortages, dependence on immigration,
you will see a draft of that story being rewritten in modern font.

Rome did not collapse in just one year. It disappeared in slow motion. And sometimes history
doesn't repeat itself, but it rhymes. So the question for you is, is Europe stepping into a 21st
century version of Rome? Or is this just a tragically exaggerated comparison? And if Rome
weakened due to population loss and loss of productivity, then the next part will send shivers
down your spine.

The scariest thing is that Europe's future has been locked away because the children who were
supposed to be born never existed. There is something that makes the population crisis in
Europe scarier than public debt. Scarier than immigration, scarier than extreme politics. That is,
you can't fix it in time. Demographics are not like economics. The economy can recover after a
recession. The market can bounce back, but the population does not.

The population is like a train that has left the station. You can pull the brake, but you can't turn
it back to the starting point. An expert once said very bluntly, "No policy today can create 30
year olds in 2050 because simply they were not born." Imagine this. If a country has 200,000
fewer births this year, then in 20 years it will have 200,000 fewer young people. It lacks 200,000
workers, 200,000 taxpayers, 200,000 home buyers, and 200,000 people to nurture the
economy. And in 30 years, it will lack 200,000 parents. That's the domino effect.

One piece falling causes the whole board to collapse. The bitter truth is this is not a crisis with a
villain. No war, no invasion, no revolution, only expensive apartments, precarious work
contracts, and empty cradles. Europe is entering an era where the future is determined by the
most mundane things.

Rent prices, electricity bills, and post tax wages. How romantic, right? And the question that
keeps people awake at night is if the younger generation continues to disappear, will Europe
become a continent of nursing homes, of beautiful cities, but lacking vitality, or will it find a way
to be reborn? What do you think? Is Europe dying slowly? Or is it just transitioning to a new
form? And if the future has been locked away by the children who were never born, then the
next part will be even more painful. Who is benefiting from this system?

And why does it continue to operate as if nothing is wrong? At this point, the question is no
longer why there are few children in Europe. The more pertinent question is, who is benefiting
from Europe becoming expensive, aging, and lacking a future? It sounds like a conspiracy
theory. But wait, don't be quick to laugh.
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We just need to look at the cash flow. A person in England commented under the video. The
government will never solve the housing crisis because if house prices drop, those holding the
assets will panic. And that is the uncomfortable truth. Housing is no longer a place to live. It has
become a kind of gigantic savings account. In many European countries, the majority of the
middle class and retirees wealth is tied up in real estate.

This means that every time house prices go up, they become richer on paper. And young
people, they are pushed out of the market like standing outside the door of a club where the
entrance fee increases every year. And look at politics. Older people vote more. They are more
numerous. They are more disciplined.

So the policies lean in their favor. Protecting pensions, protecting home prices, protecting
current welfare. And the future, sorry, the future has no vote. This is the most bitter irony.
Europe is consuming the future to keep the present comfortable. Like someone who spends all
their savings and then reassures themselves that everything is still fine. So what do you think? Is
this system really broken or is it functioning perfectly for a certain group of people?

And if there are indeed beneficiaries, the next part will be even scarier. Which path will Europe
choose? Managed decline, immigration dependency, or trying to revive itself with a policy
revolution. So in the end, the biggest question is not whether Europe is bleeding population.
That's already too clear. The real question is where will Europe go from here? And if you ask the
people living there, you will get very honest answers.

A German wrote, "We don't believe the government will fix it. We just hope it doesn't get
worse." That is the statement of a society that has moved past the stage of hope and has
entered the stage of endurance. Looking at it coldly, Europe can take three paths.

1. The first scenario, accepting a controlled decline like an old gentleman, still polite, still tidy,
but slower. Cut welfare benefits, raise the retirement age, automate more. The quality of
life may still be fine, but global power is declining. Europe will resemble an expensive
museum, beautiful, elegant, but with little influence.

2. The second scenario, relying on immigration to sustain the system. This method is like
continuous blood transfusion. The population does not decrease too quickly and the
workforce is replenished, but the price is social and political tension. And we all see what
happens when society changes faster than people can bear. The votes start to lean toward
extremism.

3. The third scenario, a real pro-natalist revolution. [clears throat] Not just a few symbolic
subsidies, but it's about directly addressing the things that have suffocated young people.
Housing, childare costs, family taxes, childare. But the problem is the effectiveness doesn't
come in two years. It takes 20 years. And politics doesn't like to wait that long.
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A French person said very bitterly. The government always thinks in terms of terms, but the
population thinks in terms of generations. So which path do you think Europe will choose? As a
wealthy museum, an immigrant- dependent society or a painful reconstruction? And right after
this | want to conclude with a chilling sentence.

Europe can choose the path but cannot choose the time. Europe is not collapsing like a bombed
building. It is weakening like an aging body. Slowly, silently, but irreversibly. Fewer children,
more elderly people, higher taxes. Public services are more strained and a future increasingly
resembling a prolonged shortage. The problem is not just that Europe is having fewer births.

The problem is Europe is losing its ability to reproduce itself. And when a civilization can no
longer replace the next generation, it does not disappear immediately, but it will begin to
shrink, retreat, and make way for another. Now it's your turn. Which path do you think Europe
will choose? accepting decline, relying on immigration, or a major overhaul of housing and
family policies.

Please leave a comment as | really want to hear your perspective. If you like straightforward in-
depth analysis without glossing over propaganda, you can subscribe to the channel. No need for
noise. Just come back to watch the next video and that's enough.

And a small note, this video is purely analytical commentary based on public data and social
observation, not intended to attack any country or community. If there are any mistakes, please
provide civilized feedback. | am always ready to update. See you in the next
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Evrépa litur enn mjog vel Ut ad utan, ekki satt? Paris er enn idandi af ferdamonnum. Rom er enn
full af kaffihusum. Berlin er enn ndtimaleg og idandi. Folk fer enn til vinnu, tekur enn patt i
stiornmalaumraedum, heldur enn kosningar eins og framtidin sé tryggd. En pad er eitthvad sem
hverfur rétt fyrir augum okkar an sprengja, an strida og an pess ad fréttir pori ad segja pad beint
ut. Pad er mannkynid. En pad sem er athyglisvert er ad vidkomandi er ekki [tonlist] gamall
madur. Gamalt folk lifir enn lengur en nokkru sinni fyrr.

Pad sem er ad hverfa eru ungmennin, bornin, naesta kynslédin, peir sem munu vinna, greida
skatta, reka sjukrahus, leggja til lifeyri [tonlistar] og halda pessari sidmenningu gangandi.

Ef pu heldur ad petta snuist bara um faerri bérn, pa hefurdu rangt fyrir pér. betta er miklu steerra
mal. Evrépa er ad bleeda ibuafjolda. betta er ekki havaert hrun. betta er hljodlatasta tegund
[tonlistar] hruns, smam saman hvarf framtidarinnar. Og spurningin er, hefur Evrépa enn naegan
tima til ad vakna? Kannski veistu pad nu pegar. Staerstur hluti heimsins er nu ad upplifa
lydfreedilega [tonlistar]kreppu. Feedingartidoni er ad laekka, sem setur aukinn prysting 4 opinberar
bjonustur og leggur strik i reikninginn a fjarhagsasetlunum [tdnlistar]. Evropa er engin
undantekning. Og til ad skilja petta myndband parftu sma samhengi. [tonlist]

Til ad vidhalda stodugum ibuafjélda parf land feedingartidoni, medalfjélda barna sem kona
eignast [tonlist] & sevinni, sem er um 2,1. Lagt faedingartidni sem er téluvert undir
endurnyjunarmoérkum 2,1 veldur baedi efnahagslegu og [tonlistar]pdlitisku alagi. Hins vegar er
ESB ad lenda i pessari stodu. Samkvaemt nyjustu gdgnum fra Euroat var faedingartioni
Evrépusambandsins arid 2021 um 1,53, mun laegri en 2,1 [tonlistar] morkin. Jafnvel timabundin
gogn fra undanfornum arum syna ad faeedingartidni i Evropu er nu ad laekka [tonlist] a
fordeemalausum hrada, sem veldur pvi ad evrépskar rikisstjornir hafa vaxandi ahyggjur af
faekkun ibua.

Vid skulum skoda Italiu, land sem er fraegt fyrir stérar fjdlskyldur sinar. Arid 2024 skradu ltaliu
adeins 370.000 fadingar, sem er leegsta gildid sidan 1861, og markadi 16. arid i rod par sem
faedingartidni laekkar. Feedingartidni italiu er adeins um 1,2 bérn 4 hverja konu. Svo er pad
Spann. Fedingartidnin er adeins um 1,1, jafnvel laegri. betta er virkilega ahrifamikid a ekki svo
anaegjulegan hatt. Einhver atti ad kenna peim hvernig a ad eignast born. Spann hefur einnig
skrad laegstu feedingartidnina sidan 1941 med adeins 322.000 faedingar. Pad er vert ad nefna ad
ibuafjoldi Spanar er enn ad vaxa litillega vegna innflytjenda, sem faer marga til ad trua pvi ad allt
sé i lagi, en slikur ibuafjélgun hylur adeins pann hluta isjakans sem er undir yfirbordinu.

Feedingarhalli er enn til stadar og byskalandi, efnahagsveldi Evrépu, gengur ekki betur hvad
vardar lydfreedi. bott litilshattar aukning hafi ordid 4 medan faraldurinn geisadi, leekkadi
feedingartioni byskalands nidur i 1,4 bérn & hverja konu [tonlist] arid 2024. betta er marktaek
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leekkun Urum 1,6 arié 2021 og su laegsta sidan 2009. [tonlist] Fjoldi barna sem faeddust i
byskalandi arid 2023 laekkadi nidur i 700.000, sem er su laegsta sidan 2013.

En ef pu faerir pig adeins fra Vestur-Evropu og horfir til Austur-Evrépu, Bulgariu, Rimeniu,
Lettlands og Pdllands, pa sérdu enn ahyggjufyllri samsetningu. Metlagar feedingartioni asamt
bylgju ungs félks a vinnualdri sem flytur til Gtlanda, oft til rikari landa i Vestur-Evrépu. Svo, hvad
bydir petta i raunveruleikanum? Mjog einfalt. Faerri born i dag pyda lika feerri sem vinna a
morgun.

Spad er ad ESB muni missa um 21 milljon félks @ vinnualdri fyrir arid 2050. Med 6drum ordum,
hopur ibua sem er feer um ad skapa efnahagslegt verdmaeti mun purfa ad bera steerri hép
oframleidandi ibua. Sérstaklega fyrir byskaland, til ad vidhalda ndverandi vinnuaflssteerd, parf
um 400.000 hafa innflytjendur a hverju ari. Og arid 2024 munu peir hafa um 2 milljénir lausra
starfa. petta hefur bein ahrif 4 hagvoxt.

En pegar haegir a sér, velti ég fyrir mér hvort petta sé bara fyrirbaeri félksfaekkunar eda hvort pad
leynist eitthvad dypra. Félk heldur afram ad segja ad Evrépa standi frammi fyrir faedingarkreppu.
En ef pu spyrd folkid sem byr hér, munu pau segja pér beint Ut, petta er ekki barnakreppa. betta
er husnaediskreppa. Einn einstaklingur skrifadi mjog stutta athugasemd undir myndbandinu. 30

ara gamall, byr enn hja foreldrum.

Stjérnvold spyrja: "Af hverju ekki ad eignast born? bpad er i raun radgata." Ja, pad er i raun
radgata. [ Dublin segir einn einstaklingur fra framfaerslukostnadinum sem grimmilegum
brandara. 2.500 evrur 3 manudi til ad leigja tveggja herbergja ibud og 1.000 evrur & manudi fyrir
hvert barn til ad senda pad i dagvistun. Iimyndadu pér ad leigan sé eins og pu sért ad borga af
BMW i hverjum manudi. Og dagvistunargjoldin eru eins og ad ala upp nyjan iPhone, en hann
kann ad grata. Og pad er engin afborgunaraaetlun. | Pyskalandi, Hollandi, Frakklandi er sagan
ekki mjog olik.

Ungt félk, Pau vinna i heilan manud og ad lokum atta pau sig 4 pvi ad pau eru bara ad vinna til
ad fa ad lifa i litilli ibud, ekki til ad bua, ekki til ad stofna fjolskyldu. Og alls ekki til ad ala upp
barn. Hollensk kona sagdi: ,,Fyrir 9 arum, pegar ég atti barn, voru fjarmalin enn vidradanleg. N,
ef pu vilt eignast born, verdur pu ad vera rikur.” bessi yfirlysing hljomar eins og jatning fra heilli
kynsldd.

Og hér liggur kaldhaednislegasta atridid. Evropska rikisstjornin vill auka faedingartidnina, en hun
brifst 4 haekkandi fasteignaverdi. Pad er ekki haegt ad bidja folk um ad eignast bérn og breyta
heimilum sinum i munadarvérur samtimis. Pad er eins og ad hefja herferd til ad drekka meira
vatn 4@ medan vatn er selt 4 vinverdi. bvi ad eignast born er ekki romantisk akvordun. pad er
fiarhagsleg akvordun. bad er akvordun byggd a tru. Félk porir adeins ad eignast born pegar pad
trair pvi ad morgundagurinn verdi ekki verri en i dag.

Europe_Population_Drain T.I. Bls. 10



https://www.youtube.com/@InsideEuropeToday

Spurningin fyrir pig er pvi, ef pu parft ad eyda meira en helmingi tekna pinna bara i leigu, myndir
bu pora ad eignast born eda myndir pu velja ad eignast ekki bérn sem sjalfsvorn? Og ef pu telur
betta pess virdi ad ihuga, vinsamlegast gerstu askrifandi ad rasinni ekki til ad stydja mig, heldur
svo vid getum fylgst saman med hvert Evrdopa stefnir pegar Lydfraedisjédurinn er teemdur dag fra
degi. bvi naest verdur sagan enn dokkari.

begar unga folkid hverfur, hver mun pa borga lifeyri? Hver mun stydja heilbrigdiskerfid og hver
mun halda Evrépu standandi. Ef pu vilt skilja hvers vegna Evrépa blaedir ibuafjolda, gleymdu pa
blémaraedum. Horfdu beint 4 eitthvad mjog kalt. Staerdfraedi. Adur fyrr starfadi evrépska
velferdarkerfid eins og rausnarleg veisla. Fjorir vinnandi einstaklingar stydja einn eftirlaunapega.
Vin flaedir rikulega. Lifeyrir er stédugur. Sjukrahus eru vel mannad laeknum. En i dag, 3 mérgum
stodum, hefur petta hlutfall laekkad i um pad bil tvo starfsmenn sem stydja einn eftirlaunapega.
Og ef lag faedingartioni heldur afram, mun framtidin likjast sorglegri kvikmyndasenu. 1,5
starfsmenn verda ad stydja einn eldri einstakling. Med 68rum ordum, pu ert ad reyna ad draga
vorubil med reidhjoli.

bjodverji skrifadi athugasemd beint undir myndbandinu. Vid hétum ekki born. Vid hotum pa
tilfinningu ad vid séum nytt til ad vidhalda kerfi sem er ekki lengur skynsamlegt. Hljdomar hart,
en pad er satt. Og afleidingar 6ldrunarpjodar eru ekki bara 4 pappirnum. baer liggja i veskinu
binu. begar fjoldi eftirlaunapega eykst hefur rikisstjérnin adeins faa moguleika. Haekka skatta,
hakka eftirlaunaaldur eda taka |an. En allt er pad sama. Verkamenn verda ad borga verdid.
Tekjuskattar haekka, tryggingagjold haekka og pu munt sja launin pin hverfa eins og bjér hellt &
sand. Og heilbrigdispjonusta, par verdur allt mjdg raunverulegt. Hjukrunarfraedingur a italiu
sagdi: ,Vid erum ekki ad skortir sjuklinga. Vid erum ad skortir starfsfélk.“ Og pad er pad
ognvaenlegasta sem haegt er ad segja pvi pegar samfélagio eldist eru sjukrahus eins og
lestarstodvar a annatimum. Margir koma inn, fair pjéna. Aldur skapar ekki havaeran hrun. Hann
skapar eitthvad enn 6paegilegra. Varanlegan skort. Lengri bid eftir leeknisheimsdknum, skortur &
leeknum, skortur & raimum, skortur a vinnuafli, skortur a von lika.

Spurningin fyrir pig er pvi, ertu tilbdinn ad greida heerri skatta til ad halda kerfinu lifandi? Eda
heldurdu ad Evrdopa sé ad falla i velferdargildru sem enginn porir ad vidurkenna? Ef pu telur
bessar tolur pess virdi ad ihuga geturdu gerst askrifandi ad rasinni, ekki vegna pess ad ég parf a
bvi ad halda, heldur vegna pess ad pad sem kemur naest er enn vidkvaemara. begar kerfid hefur
ekki lengur naegilega marga unga einstaklinga til ad stydja pad, hvad mun Evrépa gera?

Og kunnuglegasta svarid er innflytjiendamal. Svo pegar Evrépa klarast ungt folk, hvad munu pau
gera? Svarid er mjog einfalt og lika mjdg vidkvaemt. Innflytjendamal. A pappirnum er petta lausn
jafn adladandi og vitaminauglysing. Pid skortir vinnuafl, flytjid inn meira. Erud pid med skort a
skattgreidendum? Faerid inn fleiri. Erud pid hreeddir um ad lifeyriskerfid muni hrynja? Baetid vid
fleiri. Og i morg ar hefur ESB i raun tekid & moti meira en 1 til 2 milljdnum nettd innflytjenda 3
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hverju ari. Pad voru jafnvel fleiri ar. Til ad vera hreinskilinn, ef pessi straumur folks hefdi ekki
verid fyrir, hefdu morg Evropulond byrjad ad faeekka ibdum sinum fyrir [6ngu sidan.

Einhver i byskalandi skrifadi undir myndbandid: ,Vid erum ekki hissa a pvi ad stjornvéld purfi a
innflytjendum ad halda. Pad sem reitir folk er ad pad gerir pad eins og almenningur hafi engan
rétt til ad bidja um pad. bad er brotpunkturinn. Ekki vegna pess ad pad hatar innflytjendur,
heldur vegna tilfinningarinnar um ad vera skilinn dtundan. En innflytjendamal eru eins og ad
drekka kaffi til ad halda sér vakandi. [ fyrstu finnst pad hressandi. En pvi meira sem pu drekkur,
bvi hadari verdur pu. Og verdid sem parf ad greida kemur sidar. Fleiri ibuar pyda meiri eftirspurn
eftir husnaedi, meiri prysting a skdla, meiri prysting a sjukrahus. Og i Evrépu sem stendur nu
begar frammi fyrir husnaediskreppu er pad eins og ad hella oliu a eldinn.

Hollenskur ibui sagdi hreinskilnislega .. Pad er ekki ndg husnaedi fyrir folkid sem byr na pegar
hér. Nu pegar fleiri ibdar eru til, hver mun pola petta? bessi setning hljomar hérd, en hun er hin
raunverulega tilfinning i lifinu. Og hér kemur kaldhaednasta hlutinn. Evrépa flytur inn vinnuafl til
ad bjarga framtidinni, en pad endar med pvi ad gera framtidina dyrari og gerir pad enn erfidara
fyrir ungt félk a stadnum ad stofna fjolskyldur. Fullkomin lykkja & helvitis hatt.

Ad 6gleymdu pvi ad rannsdknir syna ad faedingartidni innflytjenda stefnir oft a faedingartioni
innfeeddra eftir eina eda tvaer kynslddir. Pad er ad segja, innflytjendur snua ekki vid
lydfreedilegum vetri. beir lengja bara haustid um nokkur ar i vidbot. Svo hin raunverulega
spurning er, er innflytjendastarfsemi sjalfbaer lausn eda bara leid til ad fresta uppgjorsdegi? Og
ef innflytjendastarfsemi er 6hjakvaemileg, hvernig mun Evropa sampaetta pa an pess ad brjota
félagslega uppbyggingu? Ef pu heldur ad pessi hluti sé pegar heitur, pa er naesti hluti enn heitari.

Vegna pess ad pegar samfélagid breytist hradar en geta fdlks til ad adlagast, mun stjérnmal byrja
ad skekkjast. Og ba kemur Evrépa inn i haettulegasta leikinn. Arekstra milli sjalfsmyndar og valds.
Ef pu vilt sja hvernig folksfaekkun litur Ut i raunveruleikanum, horfdu pa ekki a Paris. Ekki &
London. Pessir stadir eru enn upplystir, enn fullir af ferdamonnum, gefa enn pa tilfinningu ad
Evrépu gangi mjog vel. Forum Ut Ur midbaenum, i att ad sveitinni.

A Spani er petta fyrirbzeri kallad téma Spann. Pad eru vidfedm svaedi, hundrud kilémetra ad
lengd, par sem haegt er ad keyra i klukkustund an pess ad sja einn einasta skola opinn. bad eru
fréttir af pvi ad petta land hafi meira en 3.000 yfirgefin porp. Hljdmar eins og eitthvad ur
midoldum, en pad er ad gerast nuna. Madur sem byr a landsbyggdinni & Spani skrifadi: ,,Bornin
eru Oll farin. Adeins aldradir og sifellt fjolmennari kirkjugardur eru eftir.” bessi setning er jafn
kéld og vetrarmonsuninn.

A taliu er sagan enn bitrari. Pad eru baeir sem selja hus fyrir 1 evru, ekki vegna pess ad peir eru
orlatir, heldur vegna pess ad peir eru érvaentingarfullir. Pegar hus kostar minna en kvoldverdur
er pad ekki lengur kaup. Pad er neydarmerki. Og i Austur-Evrépu, Péllandi, Bulgariu, RUmeniu,
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Lettlandi, stafar blaedingin ekki bara af lagum feedingartidni. Pad er fjoldaflétti ungs folks. Pogull
félksflutningur til Pyskalands, Hollands, Bretlands, eins og ad taka ur sambandi vid hus og vona
samt ad ljésin kvikni.

Pélverji sagdi: ,,Okkur skortir ekki land. Okkur skortir framtid.” ba heyrir pad og skilur strax.
Vandamalid er ekki landafraedin. Malid er taekifaerin. bannig er Evréopukortid ad breytast i
undarlegan likama. Stérborgirnar penjast Ut eins og efnahagsleg sexli 8 medan sveitirnar
minnka, porna upp og pagna. Skdlar loka. Sjukrahusin eru undir starfsfélki. Straetdleidin var stytt
vegna pess ad enginn notadi hana lengur.

Folk segir oft ad pjéd deyi pegar hofudborg hennar fellur. En sannleikurinn er sa ad pjéd missir
lifskraft sinn pegar porpin pagna af hlatri barna. Spurningin er pvi, ef pessi proun heldur afram,
hvad mun Evrépa verda ad heimsalfu yfirfullra borga og audna og pa verdum vid ad fara yfiri
naesta hluta pvi pegar menn hverfa ur landi er pad sem eftir stendur ekki bara témt hus heldur
valdatédmid og stjornmalin munu fljétt pjota inn til ad fylla pad tdmardm.

Ef pu vilt skilja hvert Evrépa stefnir, pa er stundum besta leidin ekki ad horfa til framtidar, heldur
ad horfa til fortidar. Og pad er enginn 6gnvanlegri spegill. Rdmaveldi, Rom, gerdi pad. ekki fallid
vegna einnar orrustu, ekki vegna heimskulegs keisara. Pad hrundi @ mun l[umskari hatt. Pad
veiktist smam saman eins og gamall madur sem eldist an pess ad atta sig a pvi ad bein hans eru
ad rotna.

Fra og med 3. 6ld féru rdmversk stjérnsysluskjol ad skra feekkun ibua, yfirgefin dreifbyli og
minnkandi skatttekjur. Pegar ibuafjoldinn minnkadi gerdi rikid pad sem allar rikisstjornir gera
venjulega i ofbodi, haekkadi skatta. Og pegar skattar haekka verda mennirnir fataekari. pvi
fataekari sem mennirnir verda, pvi meira yfirgefa peir land sitt. Pvi meira sem peir yfirgefa
landid, pvi meira minnka tekjur peirra.

Fullkomin spiral eins og samsettar vextir, en til ad rotna. b4 kom herinn. Rdm skorti innfsedda
hermenn og snjalla lausn peirra var ad rada utlendinga, malalida, hjalparsveitir, hermenn sem
ekki lengur voru bundnir rémverskri sjalfsmynd. Hljdmar pad kunnuglega? itali sagdi mjog
sarsaukafullt. Vid hofum enn rémverskar styttur alls stadar, en rdmverski andinn er ekki lengur i
ungu folki. bPessi ordatilteeki er eins og sterkur drykkur. Ad drekka hann finnst hlyr, sidan smam
saman kaldur. Og petta er 6gnvanlegasti hlutinn. Rom vard dsveigjanleg.

Pegar kerfi er af skornum skammti mannafla og peninga, pad verdur ekki sveigjanlegra. bad
verdur ihaldssamara. bad herdir. bad stjérnar. bad neydir folkid til ad bera kerfid. | stad pess ad
lata kerfid pjona félkinu hljémar pad eins og gdmul saga, en ef pu horfir a Evrépu i dag, a
vaxandi ibuafjoldi, hair skattar, velferdarbyrdi, skortur @ vinnuafli, had innflytjiendum, pu munt
sja drog ad peirri sogu endurskrifada i ndtima letri. Rom hrundi ekki 4 adeins einu ari. HUn hvarf
i heegagangi. Og stundum endurtekur sagan sig ekki, en hun rimar. Svo spurningin fyrir pig er, er
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Evrépa ad stiga inn i 21. aldarinnar utgafu af Rom? Eda er petta bara sorglega ykt samanburdur?
Og ef Rom veiktist vegna folksfaekkunar og framleidnitaps, pa mun naesti hluti senda hroll nidur
hrygginn a pér.

Pad dgnvaenlegasta er ad framtid Evropu hefur verid laest inni vegna pess ad bornin sem attu ad
faedast voru aldrei til. Pad er eitthvad sem gerir ibuafjéldakreppuna i Evrépu 6gnvaenlegri en
opinberar skuldir. Ognvaenlegri en innflytjendamal, égnvaenlegri en 6fgafull stjornmal. bad er ad
segja, pu getur ekki lagad pad i taeka tid. Lydfraedi er ekki eins og hagfraedi. Efnahagslifid getur
nad sér eftir efnahagslaegd. Markadurinn getur nad sér 4 strik, en ibuafjéldinn ekki.

ibuafjéldinn er eins og lest sem hefur farid af stédinni. P getur togad i bremsuna, en pu getur
ekki snuid henni aftur til upphafspunktsins. Sérfraedingur sagdi einu sinni mjog berum ordum:
»Engin stefna i dag getur skapad 30 ara gamla einstaklinga arid 2050 vegna pess ad peir faeddust
einfaldlega ekki.“ Imyndadu pér petta. Ef land hefur 200.000 fzerri faedingar 4 pessu ari, pba mun
bad eftir 20 ar hafa 200.000 faerri ungmenni. Pad vantar 200.000 starfsmenn, 200.000
skattgreidendur, 200.000 ibudakaupendur og 200.000 manns til ad hlda ad hagkerfinu. Og eftir
30 4r mun pad vanta 200.000 foreldra. bad eru démindahrifin.

Ef einn biti fellur veldur pad pvi ad allt stjérnin hrynur. Bittur sannleikur er sa ad petta er ekki
kreppa med illmenni. Ekkert strid, engin innrds, engin bylting, adeins dyrar ibudir, étryggir
vinnusamningar og tdmar voggur. Evrépa er ad ganga inn i tima par sem framtidin er akvoréud
af hversdagslegustu hlutum.

Leiguverd, rafmagnsreikningar og laun eftir skatt. Hversu romantiskt, ekki satt? Og spurningin
sem heldur félki vakandi @ nottunni er, ef yngri kynslédin heldur afram ad hverfa, mun Evrépa
verda heimsalfa hjukrunarheimila, fallegra borga, en skortir lifskraft, eda mun hun finna leid til
ad endurfaedast? Hvad finnst pér? Er Evropa ad deyja haegt og rélega? Eda er hin bara ad
breytast i nyja mynd? Og ef framtidin hefur verid laest inni af bérnunum sem aldrei feeddust, pa
verdur naesti hluti enn sarsaukafyllri. Hverjir njota géds af pessu kerfi?

Og hvers vegna heldur pad afram ad starfa eins og ekkert sé ad? A pessum timapunkti er
spurningin ekki lengur hvers vegna fa born eru i Evrépu. Ahyggjuefni spurningin er, hverjir njéta
gdds af pvi ad Evrépa verdur dyr, eldist og skortir framtid? bad hljdmar eins og
samseeriskenning. En bidid, verid ekki fljot ad hlaeja.

Vid purfum bara ad skoda sjédstreymid. Madur i Englandi skrifadi athugasemd undir
myndbandinu. Rikisstjérnin mun aldrei leysa husneaediskreppuna pvi ef husnaedisverd laekkar
munu peir sem eiga eignirnar 6rveenta. Og pad er 6paegilegi sannleikurinn. Hasnaedi er ekki
lengur stadur til ad bla 4. bad er ordid eins konar risavaxinn sparnadarreikningur. [ mérgum
Evrépulondum er meirihluti auds millistéttarinnar og eftirlaunapega bundinn i fasteignum. betta
bydir ad i hvert skipti sem husnaedisverd haekkar verda peir rikari & pappirnum. Og ungt folk,
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bad er ytt Ut af markadnum eins og ad standa fyrir utan dyrnar a kltbbi par sem adgangseyrir
haekkar ar hvert. Og littu & stjérnmalin. Eldra folk kys fleiri. Pad er fjolmennara. Pad er agadra.
Pannig ad stefnan hallar sér i pagu peirra. Ad vernda lifeyri, vernda husnadisverd, vernda
nuverandi velferd. Og framtidin, afsakid, framtidin hefur enga atkveedisrétt. betta er bitrasta
kaldhadnin. Evropa er ad neyta framtidarinnar til ad halda ndtimanum paegilegum. Eins og
einhver sem eydir 6llum sparnadi sinum og fullvissar sig sidan um ad allt sé enn i lagi. Svo hvad
finnst pér? Er petta kerfi virkilega bilad eda virkar pad fullkomlega fyrir akvedinn hop félks?

Og ef pad eru i raun einhverjir sem njota gdds af pvi, pa verdur naesti hluti enn égnvanlegri.
Hvada leid mun Evrdpa velja? Styrd hnignun, innflytiendahadni eda ad reyna ad endurlifga sig
med stefnubyltingu. Svo ad lokum er staersta spurningin ekki hvort Evropa sé ad blaeda
félksfjolgun. Pad er pegar ordid of ljost. Hin raunverulega spurning er hvert Evrépa stefnir
hédan? Og ef pu spyrd folkid sem par byr, pa faer6u mjog einlaeg svor.

pjédveriji skrifadi: ,Vid traum ekki ad rikisstjérnin muni laga petta. Vid vonum bara ad petta
versni ekki.” betta er yfirlysing samfélags sem hefur farid fram hja vonarstigi og inn i
bolgaedisstig. Ef litid er a petta med kéldu augnaradi getur Evropa farid prjar leidir.

1. Fyrsta atburdarasin, ad sampykkja styrda hnignun eins og gamall herramadur, enn kurteis,
enn snyrtileg, en haegari. Skerid nidur velferdarbaetur, haekkad eftirlaunaaldur, sjalfvirkniveedid
meira. Lifsgaedin geta enn verid fin, en alpjédlegt vald er ad minnka. Evrépa mun likjast dyru
safni, fallegu, glaesilegu, en med litlum ahrifum.

2. Annad atburdaras, par sem reitt er sig @ innflytjendur til ad halda uppi kerfinu. bessi adferd er
eins og stodug blédgjof. Ibuum faekkar ekki of hratt og vinnuaflid fyllist 4, en verdid er félagsleg
og politisk spenna. Og vid sjaum Oll hvad gerist pegar samfélagid breytist hradar en fdlk polir.
Atkveedin byrja ad halla sér ad 6fgahyggju.

3. bridja atburdarasin, raunveruleg bylting sem er faedingarsinnud. [hreinsar halsinn] Ekki bara
nokkrar taknraenar nidurgreidslur, heldur snyst petta um ad taka beint a pvi sem hefur keeft ungt
folk. Hasnaedi, barnaverndarkostnadur, fiolskylduskattar, barnavernd. En vandamalid er ad
arangurinn kemur ekki 4 tveimur arum. pad tekur 20 ar. Og stjornmalin vilja ekki bida svona
lengi.

Frakki sagdi mjog biturlega. Stjornvold hugsa alltaf i hugtékum, en almenningur hugsar i
kynslédum. Svo hvada leid heldurdu ad Evrépa muni velja? Sem audugt safn, innflytjendahad
samfélag eda sarsaukafull endurreisn? Og strax a eftir pessu vil ég enda med hryllilegri setningu.

Evropa getur valid leidina en getur ekki valid timann. Evrdopa er ekki ad hrynja eins og sprengd
bygging. HUn er ad veikjast eins og 6ldrandi likami. Haegt, hljédlega, en dafturkraeft. Feerri born,
fleiri aldradir, haerri skattar. Opinber pjonusta er meira dlagd og framtidin likist sifellt meira
langvarandi skorti. Vandamalid er ekki bara ad Evrépa feedir faerri born.
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Vandamalid er ad Evropa er ad missa getu sina til ad endurskapa sig. Og pegar sidmenning getur
ekki lengur komid i stadinn fyrir naestu kynsldd, hverfur hun ekki strax, heldur mun han byrja ad
minnka, horfa og ryma fyrir annarri. NU er komid ad pér. Hvada leid heldurdu ad Evrépa muni
velja? Ad saetta sig vid hnignun, reida sig a innflytjendur eda stérfellda endurskodun & hidsnaedis-
og fjolskyldustefnu.

Vinsamlegast skildu eftir athugasemd pvi ég vil virkilega heyra sjonarmid pitt. Ef pu vilt einfalda
og itarlega greiningu an pess ad hylma yfir arodur, geturdu gerst askrifandi ad rasinni. Engin porf
a havada. Komdu bara aftur til ad horfa 4 naesta myndband og pad er nog.

Og litil athugasemd, petta myndband er eingdngu greiningarleg athugasemd byggd a opinberum
gognum og félagslegum athugunum, ekki aetlad ad radast 4 neitt land eda samfélag. Ef
einhverjar villur eru, vinsamlegast gefid sidmenntad &lit. Eg er alltaf tilbdinn ad uppfaera.
Sjdumst i naesta.
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